
A mix of design influences happily mingle under 
the pitched roof of this barn-style home in the US.
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These pages The capacious holiday 
home has exterior walls painted  

a cool-toned neutral called Anchor 
Gray by Benjamin Moore. 
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 “O
klahoma – where the wind comes sweepin’ down the plain. And the wavin’ wheat can sure 
smell sweet.” The owner of this barn-style home in the American southwest shares the 
wistful sentiment behind the title song from Rodgers & Hammerstein’s iconic 1940s 
musical. She is based in Australia, but retains a passionate connection to her Great Plains 
roots, thanks in part to this sophisticated holiday hideaway shared with her husband and 

their six children. But this is no barn for boot scooting. Rather, it’s a sophisticated twist on a rustic 
favourite, due to the inspired efforts of Sydney-based interior designer Greg Natale, who had 
previously worked on the couple’s Australian home. Who better to turn his attentions to this American 
dream – not once, but twice? 

In 2015, after the owners bought the two-storey, three-bedroom spec house in a vernacular common 
to rural developments in the state, they asked Greg to give its plain interiors some prairie panache.  
“It was relatively new and full of potential but completely lacking in character,” he says of its initial 
iteration. First up, he repainted the cream exterior a graphic grey and white to highlight signature 
details such as the cupola (a dome traditionally used for ventilation), steep gables, sash windows and 
board-and-batten construction. Then he gutted the interior to create something fresh and dramatic, 
with the brief reflecting the location’s rich history – Oklahoma is home to the National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum and hosts the annual Red Earth Native American cultural festival. Yet, to 
outsiders, its fame probably rests more with a toe-tapping musical.

For the first renovation, Greg chose a palette of rich chocolate timbers, reds, blacks and plaids, 
mixed with Navajo-inspired decorations and furnishings, “southwest meets Ralph Lauren”, with roof 
beams and wall panelling. In short, it exuded warmth and a rustic feel without being too country.  
He also added an extension, with a generous balcony off an upstairs second lounge nestled under  
the pitched roof. “I love the southwest aesthetic, which I don’t often get the opportunity to explore,” 
he says. “There is something exciting about being able to bend my own aesthetic and lean into new 
styles. I enjoy doing overseas projects because they are a very different vernacular, whether it’s  
a Chelsea townhouse, a New York brownstone or this barn, enabling me to tackle things I couldn’t  
do back here in Australia.”

However, a decade later, the owners were seeking “more colour, moodiness and space”. They 
wanted a ‘great room’ large enough for family gatherings downstairs, which he achieved by borrowing 
space from the garage (now separate from the house) and creating a new main bedroom suite and fifth 
bedroom upstairs. The latter was made possible by sacrificing the second living room and closing off 
the balcony Greg had created a decade earlier; in an area plagued by cool winters and twisters 
(Oklahoma sits in so-called ‘Tornado Alley’), indoor-outdoor living is less top of mind.  

“This time, it was more an evolution than a reinvention, building on what was there by  
reupholstering and re-wallpapering,” Greg says. “It was full and layered first time around, complete 
with panelling, roof beams and stone fireplace, but this time the client wanted something more 
maximalist with sophisticated European influences. She especially likes moody, warm spaces with 
timber panelling.” As in the past, the preppy look of Ralph Lauren is omnipresent, especially in the 
furniture choices, as are the Navajo and southwest leanings, most notably in the rug and Andy Warhol 
print of an Indian Chief in the new great room. To these, he has added a more cosmopolitan and 
European twist, with brands such as the UK’s House of Hackney with its trademark whimsy. In the 
main bedroom, Gucci ‘Grotesque’ wallpaper makes its own statement, especially when teamed with 
‘Leopard Rose 2’ carpet by Stark, daringly combining, as the name attests, a leopard print with rose 
motifs. Also, in a nod to the owner’s adopted country, Greg has chosen Catherine Martin prints. “There 
is still plenty of plaid, but this time there’s more colour and pattern,” he says. Think animal prints, 
geometrics and florals in surprising combinations.  

Whereas the previous palette was dominated by browns and reds with crisp white contrasts, this 
time the designer has opted for earthy autumnal hues: greens, siennas and maroons. Greg’s favourite 
feature? “I love the main bedroom and its pitched ceilings with roof trusses, its quirky carpet and 
Gucci wallpaper. You still feel like you’re in a barn, with its earthy rusticity, but this is much warmer 
and sophisticated. Sexy, too,” he says. That eclectic space rather perfectly sums up the owner’s life 
journey from rural Oklahoma to embracing the big wide world beyond. gregnatale.com and @gregnatale

This page At the entry is ‘New Market 
Tweed’ wallpaper from Ralph Lauren 
and wall panelling in Benjamin Moore 
Holiday Wreath. Vintage console from 

1stDibs. ‘Hither Hills Studio’ dining 
armchair, also from Ralph Lauren. Wall 

sconces, Murano vases and cameos  
from 1stDibs. Artwork by John Olsen. 
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These pages The home’s ‘great room’ has a mix  
of terracotta tones that complement the adjacent 

green kitchen. ‘Equestrian Plaid’ wallpaper 
in Khaki by Mind the Gap. ‘Quad Arm Beldi’ 

chandelier from The Urban Electric Company 
with shades in ‘Anaconda’ velvet from House of 

Hackney. ‘Desert Modern’ modular sofa from 
Ralph Lauren Home in Catherine Martin ‘Panthera’ 

Whisky by Mokum. ‘Bangkok’ ottoman in Tan 
from Flexform. ‘Draper’ armchair from Thayer 

Coggin. Hable Casegoods ‘Perrin’ side table from 
Hickory Chair. ‘Serpentis’ side table from House 

of Hackney. Cheetah lamps, also with shades 
in ‘Anaconda’ velvet. ‘Adnet’ mirror from Gubi. 

Deluxe ‘MetalSmith Face’ fireplace from Fireplace 
Xtrordinair. Custom New Zealand wool rug from 

Designer Rugs. Framed print by Andy Warhol.
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These pages In the kitchen, the walls and American 
oak joinery are finished in Benjamin Moore Holiday 
Wreath (eggshell acrylic and stain, respectively). 

‘RW Atlas’ brass and ‘Rockport’ pulls from 
Waterworks. Benchtops in Fume Di Nevia granite. 
Splashback in Koros ‘Tonka’ mosaics in Travertino 
and Black from Ann Sacks. ‘Georgian Era’ tapware 
from Perrin & Rowe. ‘Equestrian plaid’ wallpaper 
in Khaki by Mind the Gap. ‘Elise’ range from Aga. 

‘Double Arm Beldi’ chandelier from The Urban 
Electric Company with shades in ‘Anaconda’ velvet 
from House of Hackney. Custom Roman shade in 
‘Arrowhead’ stripe from Ralph Lauren. Saarinen 

‘Executive’ counter stools from Knoll. Black crystal 
vase by Greg Natale. ‘Serpentis’ vase from House 
of Hackney. Flooring in Florentine oak parquetry. 
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This page (and opposite, bottom right) The ceiling in the main bedroom is vaulted. ‘Grotesque’ wallpaper from 
Gucci. Serpentine gold-leaf wall mirror from Koket. ‘Leopard Rose 2’ carpet from Stark. ‘Tourville’ bed from 

Ralph Lauren in Catherine Martin ‘Panthera’ velvet by Mokum. ‘Yeardley’ bedside tables and ‘Beckford’ lamps 
from Ralph Lauren. ‘Otto’ benches from Theodore Alexander. ‘Loddiges’ armchair in ‘Wild Card’ jacquard fabric 

from House of Hackney. ‘Shuffle MH1’ side table from &Tradition. ‘Crane’ chandelier from The Urban Electric 
Company. ‘Serpentis’ wall mirror from House of Hackney. Rosso Levanto marble tiles on fireplace from Teranova. 
Artwork by Anna Berezovskaya. Opposite page In the combined dressing room/main ensuite area is an ottoman 

in ‘Tigre’ velvet from House of Hackney. Vintage chandelier from 1st Dibs. Walls in Warm Earth 1274 by Benjamin 
Moore. Rosso Levanto honed marble floor and wall tiles from Teranova. Bath floor in Koros ‘Myra Gao’ mosaics 

from Ann Sacks. ‘Le Foix’ bath from Catchpole & Rye. Perrin & Rowe ‘Georgian Era’ tapware from House of Rohl. 
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S P E E D  R E A D
» In 2015, after the owners had bought this barn-style holiday home in the US state of Oklahoma, they asked Sydney interior designer Greg Natale 

to lend some flair to its uninspiring plain, white finishes. » He stripped the interior and added homages to the area’s Native American roots with 
rich timbers, reds and blacks in plaids and Navajo-inspired patterns. » Ten years later, they asked him to revisit the project by providing a parents’ 
retreat and an extra bedroom upstairs, achieved by closing off a balcony, while also enlarging the lounge into a big communal room downstairs. 

To do this, Greg moved the garage outside the building’s footprint. » For the maximalist decor, he borrowed inspiration from the area’s Native 
American roots, but also upped the sophistication with layers of fabric and wallpaper by Gucci, House of Hackney and Catherine Martin. 

This page (from top) One of the children’s ensuites has a vanity top in 
Norwegian Rose marble. Rosa Portogallo fan mosaic tiles and Zellige parched 

vellum tiles from Teranova. Kelly Wearstler ‘Utopia’ sconces from Visual 
Comfort. // The adjoining bedroom is lined with House of Hackney ‘Hampton’ 
wallpaper from Mind The Gap. Bed from EJ Victor in ‘Kyoto’ Pink fabric from 
Andrew Martin. ‘No 734’ dining chair from A Rudin. ‘Dodo’ lampstand with 

‘Tilia’ shade in ‘Anaconda’ from House of Hackney. ‘Loire’ tiered ceiling light 
from Aerin. ‘Leopard Rose 2’ carpet from Stark. Artwork by Jakey Pedro. 
Opposite page In an outdoor space tucked into the side of the home is a 

‘Hampton’ modular sofa and ottoman in Sunbrella’s Pendleton II ‘Kiva Steps’ 
fabric from Serena & Lily. ‘Serengeti’ lounge chairs from Janus et Cie.

5k e y  P i e c e s
S I G N A T U R E  S T Y L E

1 ‘Snake’ wall mirror, $17,022.55, 1stDibs. 
2 ‘Anaconda’ lampshade in Dusty Pink with 

‘Cheetah’ lampstand, about $2700, House of 
Hackney. 3 ‘Caldera’ vase, $370, Greg Natale. 
4 ‘Shuffle’ table in Spectrum, POA, &Tradition. 

5 Greg Natale ‘Rozzo’ rug, $7920, Designer Rugs.
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