Italian postmodern design has brought
new life to this heritage Sydney home
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HOMES

LIVING AREA
This space has been deslgned
to exude luxury without

pretence. The soft seating
creates arelaxed atmosphere.

Cerine Triple Elongated
chandeller, Trueing. Soriana
sofa, Cassnaat Maohilia
Saint-Germain sofa, Jean-Marie
Massaud at Poliform. Anjelica
coffee table by Grea Natale,
Cowvet Collection. Le Bambole
armchalr by Mario Bellini in
Fungi Forest, Stella McCartney X
BEE Italia Giorgio merble side
table Greg MNatale Parabel side
table, Eero Aarnio. Koku table,
Morm Architects at Fogia Hoor
lamp, Gae Aulenti for Harvey
Guzzini at Studio Gardner. Rug
designed by Greg MNatale; macle
by Designer Rugs
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HOMES

The download

THE DESIGNER

Greg Natale, a multl-award-winning Australlan
deslgner celebrated for his Innovative and
metlculously curated Interlors, as well as hls
passlon for materiality, colour and pattern. He
runs a deslgn studlo, homeware range and
has published a number of Interlors books.

THE PROPERTY
A Federation-era house bullt In 1918 set on two
floors and now extenslvely remodelled. The
ground floor holds the maln bedroom, a nursery
and ensulte, medla room, powder roomand an
open-plan kitchen and Iiving space. The
upper-level features three additional bedrooms
and bathroomsfor the three older chlldren.
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like to call this home a charming collision of colour,

character and considered design,’ says Greg Natale, the

manwho brought this Federation-era dwelling back to

life, imbuing it with lost grandeur and adding areviving

mix of eclectic furniture and decorative details with a

strong emphasison Italian design. The owners of the
1918-builthouse on Syvdney's Upper North Shore are acouple with
four young children and two cats. He works in the tech and
investment spaceand, as is evident from the home, they both have
astrongappreciation of design.

Theyapproached Greg's design practice afterseeing aprevious
project where the heritage architecture of a home had been
restored. ‘Honouring the house’s Federation roots was critical, but
they alsowanted to bring a fresh perspective to the refurbishment,’
explains Greg. ‘Aslong-time admirers of [talian design, theywere
also drawn to ourexperiencewith Italianmaterialssuch asmarble
and tiles, which became animportant part ofthe design language.”

Like many heritage homes in Australia, this property had
undergone clumsy renovations in the 1970s, during which all of
its original 1918 details were lost. “When we came on board, none
of the Federation character remained and we made the decision
to essentially gut the home and start afresh, reintroducing
key architectural details such as parquet flooring, fluted wall
panelling and custom mouldings to honour the spiritof the home’s
originaliteration, explains Greg.

Beyond thehome’s heritage, Greg and his team drew inspiration
from modern European design - particularly Milanese style. From

livingetc.com

Mediterranean-inspired citrus-banded ceilings to bold graphic
chandeliers, the visionwas to embrace ajoyful approach to living,
while grounding itincraftsmanship and detail.

Murano glass chandeliers became a key touchpoint. “One of
my uncles had an extraordinary collection in his home and I've
always admired how coloured glass brings such vibrancy and
energy to aspace, Greg explains. “That influence felt perfectly
aligned with the owners’ own appreciation for postmodern artifice,
which isaneral love exploring inmywork.’

Bold primary colours root the design - red, green and yvellow
- layered with secondary tones such as purple and deeper greens,
andall inspired by the Memphis Milano movementwith its playful,
blockyuse of pigments.

The house wasreconfigured with the addition of a ground-
floor extension, affectionately referred toby the owners as their
‘greatroom’, which includes the living area, kitchen and dining
space. Theirbedroom suite and anursery for the youngest child is
also on this floor, with three bedrooms and bathrooms for the
older childrenupstairs.

From the outset, the brief from the owners was music to Greg’s
ears: ‘a home that was vibrant, full of personality and playful,
yvet also sophisticated and timeless.” They sought theatre and
drama, butequallywarmth and comfort. ‘In essence, they needed
a home that was durable and spacious enough to raise their four
children, while still feeling expressive, elegant and enduring.’

gregnatale.com



DINING AREA

The kitchen, dining and living
areas are In the new open-plan
extenslon. The long, sleek bar
In merot red unifies the space
through colour.

Artistry asymmetrical table,
Zuster Furniture, Featherston
Scape dining chalrs, Grazia
& Co. Custorm bulit-In bar in
Armerican Oak stained in Red
Wirie by Dulux, with bench
top and shelves in Rosso
Levanto marble by Classig
Tiles, designed by Greg
Matale: made by Ciolino
Constructions. Karu cabinet
pulls, Lo & Co Interiors
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WARM AND SCULPTURAL, YET
THOUGHTFULLY ATTUNED TO THE
NEEDS OF A GROWING FAMILY,
THE DESIGN BECOMES A JOYOUS

CELEBRATION OF COLQUR,
CHARACTER AND CRAFTSMANSHIP

KLl GCHEN
The brief was to deslgn a
space that felt bright, open
and full of life. Beneath a
vaulted celling and generous
skylight, the large Island serves
as the heart of the room.

Custom Kitchen, designed by
Greg Natale, made by Ciolino
Constructions, with wall
cupboards in Matural White
and island cupboards in
Majestic Robe, both Dulux.
Kitchen worktops and
splashback in Calacatta Viola
marble, Classic Tiles. Frame
mixer tap, Movas at Candana
Bund bar chalrs, Neri&Hu for
Stellar Works at Living Edge
Hardwood timber parquetry
flooring, Ciolino Constructions

HALLWAY
‘We added all the fluting

and wall panelling to reflect
how the house would have

been orlginally’ says Greg.

Walls and fluting, designed
and supplied by Intrim; In
Matural White, Dulux. Disc
and Sphere glass wall llght,
Arelier Aretiat Mobilia.
Tronchi multicolour Murano
glass chandeller, Simoeg.

Offcut OS5 table in Pink
Estrernoz marble, Studio
Raw Material Vase by
Astrid Salormon Ceramics
at Studio Gardner

BATHROQOM

‘The terrazzo floor draws
colour cues from the
adjoining bedroom,’ says
Greg. Just like the bedroom,

the space |Is fun, unexpected
and full of personality!

Zellij Parmpas and Zellij
Mullarbor wall tlles, Earp
Bros Custom bathroom
cablnet, designed by Greg
Matale; made by Ciolino
Constructions. Tube wall
light, Atelier Areti at Mobilia
Filigrana Large Globe llght
{seen in mirror), Established
& Sons Onda basin, Greg
Matale for Teranova. The
Frarme sink mixer tap in
Satin Nickel Nowvas at
Candana. Custom oak vanity
chest, designed by Greg
Matale, made by Ciolino
Constructions: with Giallo
marble top, Classic Tiles.
Spring Blossoms terrazzo
flooring, Covet

livingetc.com 97



by a palette & velstoned,
herltage colours_that honour
the home’s perlodcharacter *

while reintroducin B |
of grandeur,’ says Gr . .

Ruché bed, Ligne Rosst™
at Domo. Anjelica bedside”™"
tables Greg Natale for Covet
Collection. Pipistrello table
lamps, Gae Aulent) at
Martinelli Luce. Fireworks
Murano Glass chandeller,
Barovier & Toso at 1stDibs
Anza bench, Plsase Wait To
Be Seated at Cult




BATHROOM
‘We wanted feature tlles
to be key elements of this
room,’ says Greg.

Zelhige wall tiles in Ancient
Rose, Surface Gallery, Punt]
Merlot marble fioor tiles;
Esagonio basins, all Greg
Matale for Teranova Rockwell
bath, The Water Monopoly at
The English Tapware Company.
Custom vanity designed by
Greg Natale, made by Cioline
Construction. Custom mirrors,
Ital Furniture. Angle ceiling
rmounted llght, Michael
Anastassiades at Mobilia
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OUR AIM WAS TO HONOUR
THE HISTORY OF THE HOME
WHILE BRINGING IT FORWARD
- REINSTATING THE HERITAGE
ARCHITECTURE AND REIMAGINING
IT FOR CONTEMPORARY LIFE

POWDER ROOM

‘A sense of theatre and drama
was the brief - a true “wow”
moment that felt memorable
and highly deslgned, yet still
playful and whimslcal,’ says
Greg. ‘Postmodern and Itallan
Influences appear through
detalls such as the mirror and
Murano glass wall sconces,
tylng the room seamlessly

to the rest of the home!

Walls In Waxed Venetian
Plaster in Regal Violet, Lusso
Venetian Fnishes Divamlror,
Memphis Milano at Mobilia
Vintage Carlo Scarpa Poliedri
wall sconces, =Moderno.
Customn vanity, designed by
Greg Natale, made by Ciolino
Constructions, with Rosso
Levanto marble, Classic

Tiles. Frame taps, Novas at
Candana. Malachite mosaic
floor tlles in Rose, Greg
MNatale at Bisazza

TERRACE

The cutdoor terrace was
concelved to function both as
Its own destination and as an
extension of the new Interlor.
When the doors are opened,
the lounge flows seamilessly
onto the terrace, forming a

generous zone for entertalning
or qulet relaxation. When
closed, It becomes a self-
contalned room. The flooring
Is an oversized Interpretation
of the checkerboard motifs
found throughout the Interlor,
creating visual harmony.
Above, playful globe lights
scatter across the celling

like bubbles, mirroring the
chaln-linked pendant Inside

Riviera dining chalrs, Emu at
KE-ZU. Table, client’s own;
similar, La Redoute, Dioscuri
llghts, Artermide at Inlite
Australia. Quartzite Calbrated
Rosa floor tlles, Teranowa

EXTERIOR

“We completely revamped the
exterlor to restore the original
Federation architecture?

says Greg. ‘Relnstated
elements Include decorative
timber fretwork, gable roofs,
brickwork and plllars - all

reviving the craftsmanship
and character of the era.’

Landscaping, Goodmanors.
Albury tessellated tlles,
Renditions Tiles. Fence ln
Maiko: windows In Magnitude,
both Dulux Weathershield
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