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RETURN 
TO 

GRANDEUR
For his latest project, GREG NATALE gives an Upper North Shore home  

a PROUD new extension and plays with the spontaneous poetry of potentially 
dissonant colour combinations that create a sense of THEATRE.

By FREYA HERRING    Photographed by A NSON SM ART    Styled by JOSEPH GARDNER
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This page in the foyer of this home in Sydney’s Upper North Shore,  
Lola armchair from Jardan upholstered in Tiger Mountain fabric from 

South Pacific Fabrics; Studio Raw Material Offcut 05 table from Moebel; 
vase by Astrid Salomon from Studio Gardner; Tronchi Murano glass 

chandelier by SimoEng; floor in hardwood timber parquetry produced 
by Ciolino Constructions. Details, last pages.
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These pages in the living area, Saint-Germain sofa by Jean-Marie Massaud for 
Poliform; Soriana sofa and ottoman by Afra and Tobia Scarpa for Cassina from 

Mobilia; Stella McCartney Le Bambole armchair by Mario Bellini for B&B 
Italia from Space Furniture; Anjelica coffee table by Greg Natale for Covet 
Collection; Wooden Parabel side table by Eero Aarnio and Chouchou side 

table by Pulpo from 1stDibs; Giorgio marble side table by Greg Natale; custom 
rug by Greg Natale for Designer Rugs; vintage Guzzini Quadrifoglio floor 

lamp from 506070; Cerine Triple Elongated chandelier from Trueing Studio; 
artwork by Tiarna Herczeg (on back wall) from Curatorial+Co. 
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This page in the dining area and bar, Artistry Asymmetrical dining table from 
Zuster; Featherston Scape chairs from Grazia & Co; custom American Oak bar 
joinery finish in Red Wine from Dulux; benchtop and shelves in Rosso Levanto 
marble from Classic Tiles; Karu Pull cabinet pulls from Lo & Co Interiors; clay 
bowl by Sophie Vaidie from Studio Gardner; Oceanic table lamp by Michele De 
Lucchi for Memphis Milano from Mobilia. Opposite page in the kitchen, island 
and splashback in Calacatta Viola marble from Classic Tiles; custom joinery 

finish in Majestic Robe 2 Pac polyurethane satin gloss paint from Dulux; Bund 
bar chairs by Neri&Hu for Stellar Works from Living Edge; Novas Frame 
tapware from Candana; Temple vase by Floris Wubben from Studio Alm.
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he 1970s, ponders Greg Natale, have a lot to answer for. Sure, many of the 
decade’s pioneering designs may have influenced the Surry Hills-based interior 
designer, but this same period is also responsible for the unsympathetic 
renovation, and sometimes ripping down, of Australian heritage buildings as 
if they were tattered gyprock sheets rather than artfully crafted historical 
architecture. “They were still ruining Federation homes in the 1970s,” Natale 
says. “But then in the ’80s we stopped knocking them down and started loving 
and restoring them instead.”

Gordon House on Sydney’s Upper North Shore was built in 1918, but spent 
the latter part of the century being ‘renovated’. By the time Natale started 
working on it in 2022, the damage had been done. “All the details were gone,” 
he laments. It meant a total overhaul: “The whole house was gutted; everything 
is new.” But rather than treat it as a blank slate, Natale wanted to honour the 
building’s first iteration, working with the owners to reinstate numerous 

original features, like the brickwork and columns. 
“We chose Greg because we’ve long admired the work he’s done with other heritage homes; 

the way he respects the original architecture while still creating something fresh and 
unexpected,” the owners explain. “Our brief was to honour the Federation heritage of this 
house without relying on the usual clichés. We asked for a home that felt very bright  
with a lot of light. It needed to be vibrant, full of personality, a little playful but not  
gimmicky. With four children and two cats, it also had to be practical and durable, without 
sacrificing beauty or a sense of fun.” 

Over the past century the house had lost its splendour, so re-establishing that was key.  
“They wanted to make the house grand again,” says Natale, “to restore the exterior and add an 
extension for a new ‘Great Room’.” With its vast, vaulted ceiling and curiously shaped openings, 
the extension is a balance of peace and play. According to the owners, “the Great Room is 
a standout for everyone in our family. While it is grand, it is also very serene. It’s a space where 
we gather with friends and family often — for celebrations, chilled Sunday afternoons, or just 
quiet coffee moments.” 

In the living area, beneath Trueing’s slinky Cerine Triple Elongated chandelier, white 
Cassina and Poliform sofas contrast against fashion designer Stella McCartney’s rich red Fungi 
Forest print on a B&B Italia Le Bambole armchair. Its palette is continued in the largely white, 
open-plan kitchen, where the burgundy veining of Calacatta Viola marble features on the 
island, splashback and skirting, while the long, sleek bar is finished in Dulux’s Red Wine satin 
gloss, further unifying the space via colour. “This room captures everything we love about the 
design of this house,” note the owners, “elegance, theatre, comfort and a sense of ease.”

The main bedroom suite is Natale’s favourite room in the house; one that is particularly in 
tune with his Italian heritage. “To me, the primary suite feels the most Italian,” he says. Ligne 
Roset’s royal-blue Ruché bed is flanked by Natale’s own bevelled Anjelica bedside tables. They 
are bedecked with Gae Aulenti’s Pipistrello lamps for Martinelli Luce, which mimic the room’s 
plum-toned carpet in a continuation of the burgundy palette. Calming, pale-green walls are set 
against a patterned Anza bench by Please Wait To Be Seated, adding panache to the largely 
colour-blocked space. “It’s probably one of my favourite primary suites I’ve ever done,” says the 
designer. “I love the blue and red together, and putting the green in is so unusual.” 

The adjoining ensuite is Italian to its bones, with Natale’s polka-dot Punti Merlot marble 
tiles for Teranova adorning the floor, while his twin Esagono basins, like mottled pebbles, are 
placed in the grandeur of a heritage box bay window. 

“We have always loved Italian design and some of the Italian pieces that we have kept for 
years Greg was able to include seamlessly,” the owners say. Like the building itself, “Italian 
design is wonderful in that it’s bold and glamorous but also rooted in tradition. That contrast 
mirrors what we wanted for the house.” It was essential, then, to imbue the house with Italian 
character, “You can see it in the material choices — the dramatic marble featured throughout, 
the ornate details with a contemporary edge, the sense of opulence that never feels overdone.”

There are moments of pure theatre, arising through the operatic use of glass, inspired by one 
of Natale’s treasured familial memories. “One of my uncles had the most amazing Murano 
chandeliers in his house,” he recalls. The primary suite features Gio Ponti’s kaleidoscopic 99.80 
Murano chandelier for Venini, designed in 1946. The kids’ room also heroes Murano glass, 
with Barovier&Toso’s theatrical Fireworks chandelier hanging aloft the bed.

“There’s so much to love about our home,” the owners reflect. “The colours bring such a joyful 
energy into every day — it’s genuinely uplifting. It feels luxurious but never fussy or obnoxious; 
just comfortable, welcoming, and genuinely  ‘us’. Each room feels curated and beautiful, yet 
nothing feels precious. It feels like a home we can fully live in.”    gregnatale.com

T
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This page in the kids’ bedroom, custom Louis headboard with box 
bed base from Heatherly Design upholstered in Asteria’s Folly Day fabric 

from Beata Heuman; Bloom bedside table from Zuster; window seat finish 
in Natural White and Midas Touch paint from Dulux; cushion in Acca 

Stripe fabric from Kvadrat Maharam; cabinet covered in Pierre Frey 
Les Petits Chats Colette wallpaper from Milgate; rocking horse by 
Fritz Hansen; blinds in Jardin Secret fabric from Zimmer + Rohde; 
Barovier&Toso Fireworks Murano glass chandelier from 1stDibs.
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This page in the main bedroom’s ensuite, Rockwell bath by The Water Monopoly from The English Tapware 
Company; floor-mounted bath mixer, hand shower and sink mixers by Astra Walker from Candana; 

Esagono marble basins by Greg Natale for Teranova; vanity in Rosso Levanto marble from Classic Tiles; 
custom joinery finish in Red Wine 2 Pac polyurethane satin gloss paint from Dulux; custom mirrors by Ital 
Furniture; Pila vase by Greg Natale; Single Angle Ceiling Mounted lights by Michael Anastassiades from 

Mobilia; walls in Zellige Ancient Rose tiles from Surface Gallery; floor in Punti Merlot marble tiles by 
Greg Natale for Teranova. Opposite page in a powder room, vanity in Rosso Levanto marble from Classic 
Tiles; custom joinery finish in Red Wine 2 Pac polyurethane satin gloss paint from Dulux; Novas Frame 
tapware from Candana; Diva mirror by Ettore Sottsass for Memphis Milano from Mobilia; Pila bowl by 
Greg Natale; vintage Poliedri Murano glass wall sconce from e Moderno; walls in Regal Violet Venetian 

plaster produced by Ciolino Constructions; floor in Malachite Mosaic Rose tiles by Greg Natale for Bisazza. 



12 9   V O G U E  L I V I N G



C
R

E
D

IT
S

 C
O

M
P

IL
E

D
 B

Y:
 X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
 P

H
O

TO
G

R
A

P
H

Y:
 X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
 

13 0   V O G U E  L I V I N G



C
R

E
D

IT
S

 C
O

M
P

IL
E

D
 B

Y:
 X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
 P

H
O

TO
G

R
A

P
H

Y:
 X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X
 

13 1   V O G U E  L I V I N G

These pages in the main bedroom, Ruché bed by Ligne Roset from Domo; 
Anza bench by Please Wait To Be Seated from Cult; Featherston Scape 

armchair from Grazia & Co; joinery in 2 Pac polyurethane in Red Wine 
satin gloss paint from Dulux and American walnut top; walk-in robe 

joinery in 2 Pac polyurethane in Purebread satin gloss paint from Dulux and 
American walnut frame; Hubble Knob door knobs in Calacatta Viola from 

Lo & Co Interiors; Caadre mirror by Philippe Starck for Fiam Italia; 
Cassina Bramante storage unit from Mobilia; Nugget vase by Gaetano 
Pesce from 1stDibs; blinds in Métaphores Bauhaus fabric from Boyac; 
Japanese celadon glaze bowl from Studio Gardner; portals in Calacatta 

Viola marble from Classic Tiles; Pipistrello bedside lamp by Gae Aulenti for 
Martinelli Luce; Mason Editions Lotus table lamp from Artemest; 99.80 

Murano glass chandelier by Gio Ponti for Venini. Details, last pages.


