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More than a decade on from his 
first visit, designer Greg Natale 

returned to give this art deco 
home its striking sculptural look

ENTRANCE
‘We wanted to design a 
statement staircase to 
give a “wow moment”,’ 
says Greg. 

Celeste chair, Bohinc 
Studio. Double Dish 
pendant, Anna 
Charlesworth. Try 
Patagonia Verde 
quartzite floor, Emperor 
Marble. Metal door, 
Axolotl. Littlejohn door 
pull, Philip Watts Design

PHOTOGRAPHY Anson Smart 

STYLING Joseph Gardner

WORDS Kate Jacobs

Fu l l 
CIRCLE
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LIVING ROOM
This space is inspired by the 
rounded contours of Greek 
island architecture. ‘The 
black chair brought definition 
to everything else,’ says Greg.

Vladimir Kagan Cloud sofa, 
1stDibs. Platner lounge 
chair, Knoll. Butterfly coffee 
table, SEM. Custom Ombre 
rug, Greg Natale; made by 
Designer Rugs. Ventaglio 
low table, Dimoremilano. 
Ceramic side table, Tanika 
Jellis. Felt wall sculpture 
(black and white, just seen) 
by Sarah Robson. Blue Green 
Mirror wall art, 1stDibs. 
Masai pendant, Icone Luce
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K ITCHEN
Greg made bold use of 
highly patterned Italian 
Breccia Capraia marble, even 
using it on the cooker hood.

Custom-made kitchen 
featuring oak cabinetry and 
marble, Greg Natale. 
Synapse pendant light, 
Apparatus. Kelly bar chairs, 
Essential Home. Dempo 
individual hobs, Pitt 
Cooking. Assemble hob set 
tap, Astra Walker

LET310.house2.indd   62LET310.house2.indd   62 07/04/2025   06:4507/04/2025   06:45



livingetc.com     63

H O U S E S

i CLOAKROOM
To play off against the 
pale neutrals in this 
house, Eleni requested a 
moodier feel here to give 
the space an element of 
visual surprise. 

Walls in Blue Stucco, 
Lusso Venetian Finishes. 
Bespoke Verde Alpi 
marble basin unit, Greg 
Natale. Assemble hob 
set tap, Astra Walker 

gregnatale.com

t’s not often an interior designer gets the 
opportunity to go back and redesign an old 
project, so Greg Natale was thrilled when the 
new owner of this pretty house in Sydney 
asked him to work his magic a second time. 
‘Eleni fell in love with the proportions of the 

home and envisioned something 
more,’ says Greg. ‘I was grateful that she trusted me to take it to 
where she wanted to be. You have a close connection with any 
house you design, and it has been really interesting for me to learn 
about how I’ve evolved as a designer.’ 

Where once the style was Hollywood Regency – think red 
bamboo dining chairs and Greek key-patterned rugs – Eleni 
asked for something ‘calm and Zen-like, so we went for a French 
take on minimalism, with chevron floors, lots of marble and 
European furniture,’ explains Greg. ‘As a designer, I’m big on 
detail, which is key to creating really immersive interiors. That’s 
what I wanted to do here – something minimal and clean,  
but warm and textural.’

Thanks to its art-deco DNA, the house has lots of softly 
curving corners inside and out, which Eleni asked Greg to lean 
into in his design. ‘Eleni has Greek heritage and loves the Greek 
islands. I wanted to connect to that vernacular of architecture 
and interiors, without it being too literal,’ he says. ‘With a 
sculptor’s eye – and working closely with his go-to plaster expert 
– Greg created wavy coffered ceilings, softly undulating walls, 
sweeping arches and a pièce de résistance ribbon-like staircase. 
‘We wanted this fluid vertical element that makes an incredible 
statement when you first enter the house,’ he explains. 

Upstairs they added curving light wells into the ceilings, to 
drench the house in natural light. All of these curves have been 
enveloped in a clay wash in a soft, creamy tone. ‘The clay finish 
brings that beautiful texture to the rooms that minimalist 
interiors really need; paint would be too cold,’ says Greg.

While the house is pale and interesting, Greg’s use of marble 
brings a hit of colour to many of the rooms, from the ink-like 
swirls of the hall floor to the monolithic kitchen island, as well as 

giving each of the bathrooms a unique personality. Blonde timber 
floors complete the simple material palette. ‘I chose American 
oak with a nice matt finish, and used a chevron, rather than 
herringbone, pattern for a more contemporary look,’ says Greg. 

The furniture may be contemporary and eclectic but there’s  
a definite 1970s slant to the pieces. ‘I love the glamour of 1970s 
design.’ Black elements – from chairs to hardware – are dotted 
through the rooms, acting as visual punctuation marks. ‘If 
everything is light-coloured, it can become a bit boring,’ says 
Greg. ‘ The black helps you to appreciate all the pale shades.’ 

Despite his many years at the top of his design game, Greg is 
always learning and evolving. ‘It has been such a great experience 
to go back and create something just as special, but completely 
different in this space. Eleni has told me that it feels like a 
luxurious sanctuary for her now. I hope I’ll get to go back and 
redesign it for a third time, but not for a long while yet.’ 
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MEDIA ROOM
Carefully chosen black 
elements punctuate the 
otherwise pale palette. 

Keila sofa, Luxo Living. 
Table, Lella and Massimo 
Vignelli Kono for Casigliani, 
1stDibs. Seconda chair, 
Alias. Custom rug by Greg 
Natale; made by Designer 
Rugs. Ceramic table, Tanika 
Jellis. Hula Hoop ceiling 
light, Icone Luce. Gae 
Aulenti Quadrifoglio lamp 
for Harvey Guzzini, 1stDibs. 
Patagonia Verde quartzite 
TV console, Greg Natale

The dow n load
THE DESIGNER

Greg Natale, founder and director of his 
award-winning, eponymous Sydney-

based design practice. He created this 
home for Eleni Taylor, who lives here with 

her two children, Xander and Zoe. 

THE PROPERTY 
In a suburb of Sydney, this art deco house 
was built in the 1930s as two apartments. 
In 2012, Greg Natale converted it into a 
house before returning to redesign it in 

2024. The downstairs forms a loop: from 
the entrance, down steps into the living 
room and on to the dining area, kitchen 

and media room, which opens back on to 
the entrance. Upstairs is the main 
bedroom suite, three bedrooms  

and two bathrooms. 
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DINING AREA 
Greg chose a postmodern, 
glass-topped table to  
help make the most of  
the natural light, which 
streams in through the 
French doors of the Juliet 
balcony. ‘We chose the 
dining chairs because  
Eleni wanted something 
super-feminine, very petite 
and fine,’ he says.

Marble dining table, Lella 
and Massimo Vignelli for 
Casigliani, 1stDibs. Orbit 
dining chairs, Bohinc 
Studio. Custom rug, Greg 
Natale; made by Designer 
Rugs. Masai pendant 
lights, Icone Luce. Wall 
sculpture by Anya Pesce, 
M Contemporary
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MAIN 
BEDROOM 
‘While it was important  
to Eleni that her entire 
house surround her with 
serene beauty, this was 
especially true for her 
bedroom,’ says Greg.

Husk bed, B&B Italia. 
Sideboards by Kanttari, 
1stDibs. Vintage Italian 
travertine lamps, Conley 
& Co. Razionalista Soft 
chair, Dimoremilano. 
Scala table, GioBagnara. 
Vera ceiling light, 
Mondoluce. Tetras rug, 
Kelly Wearstler. Enamel 
wardrobes, Greg Natale. 
Blinds, Design Curtains
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BATHROOM
The green stone in this 
scheme was inspired by the 
colours of the nearby ocean. 
‘Eleni wanted a bit of Bondi 
Beach in here,’ says Greg. 
‘She likes a clean, seamless 
look, so instead of tiles we 
used slabs of marble 
throughout the house.’

Custom-made Arcadia 
Quartzite bathroom 
fittings, Greg Natale. 
Melange wall lights,  
Kelly Wearstler
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BEDROOM
In this pale, tranquil guest 
space, a little splash of black 
helps to build contrast. 

Squaring Alto bed, Bonaldo.
Orbit bedside table, Fanuli. 
Sculptural ceramic table 
lamp, Sarah Nedovic. 
Wall sculpture by Scott 
Petrie. Dapple rug, Greg 
Natale for Designer Rugs

MAIN EN SUITE
Greg opened up two rooms 
to make this generously 
sized bathroom, which has a 
boutique hotel-inspired look. 

Trilogy pendant light, 
Articolo. Custom-made 
Breccia Capraia marble 
bathroom fittings, Greg 
Natale. Assemble hob set 
taps, Astra Walker 

ALL OF THE SCULPTURAL  
CURVES ARE FINISHED WITH  
A CREAMY TEXTURAL CLAY  

WASH THAT CREATES A  
BEAUTIFUL RICH FINISH
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