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NATURAL OAK
Minimalist, serene and pared-back, 
this design by After Bach studio is  
a love letter to an unexpected yet 
elegant bathroom material. Oak is 
naturally quite water-resistant so 
treatment isn’t always necessary, but 
this will be dependent on exposure  
to water in the room. ‘For wood, it was 
a Japanese and modernist reference,’ 
say Jessica Barouch and Francesco 
Balzano, After Bach’s founders. The 
oak works to envelop you in this  
room but is never overwhelming – 

always a gentle embrace.
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COLOURED GL ASS
This contemporary design from 
Copenhagen-based Tendens Studio 
features an enticing smoked glass 
bathtub. The use of colour is refined 
and makes a lasting impression in  
the space. Designer and founder 
Rasmus Buchmann was seeking  
to experiment with materiality with 
this scheme. ‘When I came across 
Antonio Lupi, I saw this unusual 
bathtub series called Borghi,’ he  
says. ‘I fell in love immediately and  
I believe the material of glass, 
combined with the colour, completed 
the bathroom by enhancing the 
feeling of wellbeing around it.’ While 
the colour is earthy and inviting,  
the glass adds a smooth surface and 
air of serenity – a statement, yes,  

but still pleasingly minimal.

RAW STONE
Not all unique bathroom materials 
have to be new, as proven by this 
sculptural boulder basin featured in 
Jackson, Wyoming-based studio 
WRJ Design’s cloakroom. Under  
the warm glow of the wall lights on 
either side, the piece is captivating. 
‘We worked with the homeowner  
and builder to turn a 700-pound 
b ou ld er,  exc avated f ro m t h e 
homesite, into a unique organic stone 
sink. Artisans crafted the basin and 
hung the stone with steel supports  
on a salvaged wood accent wall, 
where it appears to defy gravity,’ says  
WRJ’s co-founder Rush Jenkins. The 
boulder speaks to its surroundings, 
and materials l ike this bring a 

cohesive warmth to spaces.
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WATERPROOFED WOOD
Wood is often avoided in bathrooms 
because of its porous nature, but 
water-resistant treatments create a 
thin but durable barrier. Constanze 
Ladner, the designer behind this 
scheme, shares her intentions to use 
waterproof wood in a clean and 
contemporary bathroom design.  
‘The materia ls chosen are not 
normally used in bathrooms: linen 
curtains, bronze mirror and glass, 
wooden floor and wooden wall 
panels. My aim when designing 
bathrooms is always to create a  
warm, inviting space that doesn’t  
feel like a bathroom, but an elegant, 
harmonious space that you enjoy 
spending time in, feel comfortable  

in and look good in the mirror.’

BEAUTIFUL BRASS
Curved brass cabinetry makes an 
impression in Australian designer 
Greg Natale’s project, but it also 
emphasises the metallic glow of  
the taps and mirror. ‘The brass 
cupboard was custom-made, inspired 
by Italian architecture and was 
lacquered to keep it from tarnishing,’ 
he says. The treatment of the brass 
will keep it looking clean and pristine  
for years to come, but you can also  
opt for raw brass, which will patina 
over time, depending on the look  

you are trying to create.
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