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A CROWN
JEWEL

This stylish home in Sydney’'s Mosman pairs brilliant
use of colour with a brutal concrete exterior,
resulting in @ home that is royally brilliant

Words Lauren Clarke Photography Anson Smart, Anson Smart Photography
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“Inspired by brutalist architecture,
the home’s monolithic exterior is
a testament to the raw beauty of
off-form concrete”

— Greg Natale
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ome homes are simply special.
Mosman House Il is undeniably one
of them. Despite the complex final
product, the brief for this project
was relatively straightforward. “The
clients wanted a modern home with clean lines
and open-plan living spaces but didn’t want
it to feel sparse and sanitised,” says designer
Greg Natale. They wanted “a modern home that
wouldn’t be just an all-white box”.

The clients, a couple with two young children,
wanted to ensure warmth was featured in the
home, as well as a sense of personality that
reflects their career in the luxury space. “They
wanted to emulate the classic black and white
of Chanel’s branding,” Greg says. “The pops of
colour come from a similar place of inspiration,
most noticeably the Tiffany & Co blue-drenched
library designed to make you feel like you're
sitting in a Tiffany box.”

The description couldn’t be more apt. Step
inside this home and one of the first rooms you’ll
stumble upon is this duck-egg blue haven, where
the walls, built-in cabinetry and sumptuous
couches all feature this striking shade. Different
textures and patterns, such as the fluted joinery,
ceiling moulding and swirling velvet on the
couches, add interest and appeal.

Floor-to-ceiling glazing ensures the
view is a hero of the room
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THE KITCHEN, WHICH TRULY
FEELS LIKE AN EXTENSION
OF THE GLAMOROUS LIVING
AREA THANKS TO THE
STUNNING CABINETRY AND
ISLAND BENCH
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LEFT A sense of whimsy was achieved
in the bathroom, with patterned floor
tiles on display, while the bedrooms

“It’s a little moment of
magic, and I love being
able to create these for my
clients so that mundane
daily events, such as
making your morning
coffee, feel more special
and unique”

- Greg Natale

IFyou can tear yourself away from the library —it’s a
challenge, but more delight awaits! — you can pass the guest
bedroom and bathroom and traverse to the floor below either
using the elevator or the floating staircase, which encourages
the passage of light and a sense of generosity of space within
the home.

Itis here on this lower floor that the main living in the
house occurs. A standout feature has to be the kitchen, with
a green and blue Moldavite crystal quartzite island bench
that steals the limelight. Under-bench seating comfortably
accommodates the family of four with room to spare, making
this a great location to congregate while meals are prepared.

The bench is allowed to shine thanks to black fluted panels
blending the kitchen joinery and a large-format neutral tile
underfoot. Yet that’s not the only special thing about this room.
“Behind all the black fluting, we created a hidden pantry with
a coffee bar, which was also finished in the same Moldavite
quartzite,” Greg says. “You reveal more of the same stunning
green-blue stone when you slide apart the pantry doors. It’s a
little moment of magic, and | love being able to create these for
my clients so that mundane daily events, such as making your
morning coffee, feel more special and unique.”

In the open-plan living space, pops of colour shine once
again. “We introduced a palette of forest greens and teal blues
that disperses throughout the home,” Greg shares. “All the
marble and stone reinforce this earthiness, softening the hard-
edge joinery with beautiful blue-green veining. We selected all
the colours and materials to keep the design light and ethereal,
which was especially important for this project as there are
many heavy, urban materials and lots of clean geometry.”

This is continued in the formal lounge with its adjoining
cantilevered balcony, blurring the lines between the home’s
interior and exterior. “This extension allows this floor to have
additional outdoor seating without taking space from the living
areas inside for that integrated indoor-outdoor experience,”
Greg says. “It establishes a prominent feeling of openness and
flow and immerses you in the view.”
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A duck-egg blue library is like walking
into a Tiffany & Co. jewellery box
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Curves are a theme throughout the
home, from the basins to the bath and
even the lounges
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A connection to nature was paramount in this space, with
expansive glazing letting natural light and the stunning view
steal the show. In fact, large windows, skylights and indoor-
outdoor living spaces are features throughout the home. These
elements were strategically introduced to address sustainability
concerns by harnessing the natural environment to enhance
living conditions, minimising the need for artificial heating,
cooling and lighting. “Both cross ventilation and maximising
natural light lead to a considerable reduction in energy
consumption, resonating with contemporary sustainability
imperatives by diminishing energy demand and promoting a
harmonious relationship between built environments and the
natural environment,” Greg says. The master bedroom is also
located on this floor, including a private balcony, walk-in robe
and ensuite.

The house then spills down the hill to a third level, where
two kids” bedrooms are housed along with yet more bathrooms
(the house features five in total). A rumpus room/bar area
opens out to a courtyard and the pool. This is sheltered by the
balcony from the floor above, providing invaluable shade and
protection from the elements.

The elements are indeed a feature of Mosman House |,
where brutalist architecture forms the inspiration for the hard-
edge concrete exterior paired with the lush natural surrounds.
“This home is in a great spot, amongst many trees and foliage,
and is oriented to overlook Sydney Harbour. It’s an ideal
location to create an impactful moment with concrete,” Greg
says. And indeed, whether you're inside or out, it'’s undeniable
that Mosman House Il is a jewel in the crown of its surrounds.
HD gregnatale.com
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