LIVING ROOM

Punctuations of brass
lend a glamorous 1970s
Palm Springs feel.

Seymour sofa in bouclé
wool, Minotti. Cushions,
Greg Natale. Moore
brushed brass and
lacquered coffee table,
Restoration Hardware.
Satin brass side table,
Atelier de Troupe at
Spence & Lyda

houses

urce

pizazz

Vince and Melissa
Ciolino’s love of
sensational design
and colour (think
pink) has ensured
this home designed
by Greg Natale has
a happy and totally

unique spirit
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KITCHEN

White brushed oak houses
delivers subtle 4
texture to the room’s ] /
sophisticated lines. '

j i
Lacquered American .
oak and brass cabinets
and island with Super
White granite top and L La 3 « o T
breakfast bar, designed

by Greg Natale and made

by Ciolino Constructions.

1960s Rome stools, [ .

Restoration Hardware

“If you buy good-quality

pieces, you'll have
them for life”




home profile
THE OWNERS

Vince and Melissa Ciolino of Ciolino
Constructions and their sons Max,
19, Sal, 16, and Marco, eight.

THE PROPERTY
A two-storey post-war home. On
the ground floor, a kitchen-diner/
living area (with second butler’s
kitchen) connects with the living
room, outdoor entertaining space,
pool and gardens. There is also a
guest bathroom, laundry, study
and media room. On the first floor
is the master bedroom, bathroom
and walk-in wardrobe, as well as
three bedrooms for the boys and
two additional bathrooms.

ey I!

STAIRCASE

Vince indulged his love
for spiral staircases by
designing this steel one,
with the balustrades
floating off the wall,
winding like a ribbon
between the floors.

Steel and terrazzo
staircase with brass inlay,
Ciolino Constructions.
Sculpture, Dan Murphy.
Wall in Dulux’s Naked
Lady (used at ¥ strength)

ink has long been Melissa Ciolino’s
favourite colour. ‘It can be soft and
soothing, orit canreally stand out, and best of
allitmakes everyone look good,” she enthuses.
So it’s no surprise to find it lathered in a
powdery soft shade, acting almost like a
neutral, across most of the walls inside the
home she shares with her husband Vince and
their three sons in inner-west Sydney. ‘It
also really makes whatever other colours
you put againstitreally pop, she says.

Melissa also loves the reaction the pink
interior gets when people visit for the first
time. ‘When they first enter, they expect
something completely different — not just
the colour palette but details like the staircase
are areal “wow” feature point,” she explains.
‘Ittakes people’s breath away.

Melissa and Vince, owners of a boutique
construction firm building luxury homes
around the city, teamed up with Sydney-based
architect and interior designer Greg Natale
to overhaul the original one-level brick
bungalow bought in 2012, adding a second
storey, an extension at the back and a
swimming pool. The art deco-inspired
clean-lined, curved silhouette Greg created
forthe frontofthe houseis subtly echoed inside
with curved cornices and rounded oblong
niches carved into the plastered ceilings on
the ground floor tolend rooms added depth.

‘Greg’s wonderful ideas and concepts and
Vince’s skills as a master builder have taken
this house to the next level,” Melissa beams.
Working to the house’s existing floor plan
downstairs — swapping out bedrooms for the
study, laundry and stairwell space, and
removingalittle office from the dining room -
Gregthenreplicated the layout with bedrooms
and bathrooms upstairs. Multiple spaces have
been designed in a loop to accommodate
gatherings for family and friends, bigand small
- so long lunches or rowdy dinners can flow

from kitchen and dining room to the outside
courtyard, around the pool and back into
thelivingroom again.

Inside, the couple’s approach to creating
dramatic interiors is brave — not too many
people would embrace rooms layered almost
entirelyin black (they’ve done thatin the media
room and study). ‘People are often scared to do
aroominadark colourbutI thinkitmakesthe
space feel larger, says Melissa. In contrast, the
pink walls elsewhere - inspired by the natural,
earthy tones of the Scott Petrie painting
hanging in the dining room - demanded
something softer so they laid herringbone
blonde oak floorboards and a gentle grey
terrazzo floor across the ground floor instead.

A repetitive use of materials cleverly
connects upstairs and downstairs: the same
white lacquered oak cabinetry echoes
throughout, purple Oniciata marble tops on
the bathroom vanities and dressing table, and
the same shade of Dulux’s Naked Lady pink
(used at one-quarter strength) washes walls
through much of the ground floor, up the
stairwell and into the master bedroom and
walk-in wardrobe. Punctuations of brass -
inlaid into wood, as a finish for pendant lights,
mirror frames, taps and handles, integrated
into coffee table bases and armchairbases and
gleaming bright in sculptural accessories -
alongside classic vintage collectibles lend ‘a
little twist of everything, from 1970s glam to
mid-century modern, says Melissa.

Theresultisahouse that justreally flows,’
enthuses Melissa. ‘“The whole house is used,
there are places for everyone to be together
withoutbeing on top of one another. Working
with Greg gave us a thoughtfully considered
and well laid outhome, whichis also eminently
liveable. Youwantit to look good but everyone,
kidsincluded, has to enjoy it.’

Seemore of Greg’s work at gregnatale.com

houses

livingetc.com

75



WALK-IN
WARDROBE

‘It is a dream to have

a space like this,’

says Melissa. ‘It looks
streamlined and modern,
designed to last.’

For an alternative
stool, try Baa Stool,
which has a range
along these lines.
Aspect sheer polyester
curtains, James
Dunlop Textiles

MASTER
BEDROOM

‘l wanted this to feel like
a hotel with soothing
tones and a comfortable
bed,’ says Melissa.

Megan bed, Brosa. Bed
linen and quilt, Kelly
Wearstler. Stools, Minotti.
Illustration by Peytil

POWDER
ROOM

Pink walls are offset
with marble tiles that
flow from the wall
down on to the floor.

Brass-inlaid and Oniciata
marble unit and mirror
by Greg Natale; made by
Ciolino Constructions

the blueprint
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home truths

I CAN’T LIVE
WITHOUT..

Heated bathroom floors.

CHAMPAGNE?

not a flute - much more classy.

IF 1 COULD BE
INVISIBLE...
I’d go to Buckingham Palace
to see what the Queen really
does during her day.

HEELS OR FLATS?
Heels, of course. A woman can
never be overdressed, | say.

WHEN | WAS
YOUNG..
I wanted to be an architect or
a fashion designer. Now | get
to dabble in it with our homes.

ENTERTAINING
TRICK...
I’m the queen of margaritas.
Vince is the king of
espresso Martinis.

—Champagne. Outofacoupe; ~—

MASTER
BATHROOM

‘The shimmer of the
mother-of-pearl wall
tiles makes this space
feel energising,’ says
Melissa of Greg Natale’s
Moire Rose design for
Bisazza. ‘You can’t help
touching them.’

Origami marble bath
by Kelly Hoppen for
Apaiser. Electrum side
table, Jonathan Adler




