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“I designed one of my marble 
decorator pieces based on a ceramic 

sculpture I made for Mum when  
I was a kid.” Greg Natale

GREG, TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOUR BACKGROUND AND 
HOW YOUR MOTHER INFLUENCED YOUR CAREER CHOICE. 
Greg: Mum always acknowledged my flair for creativity. She 
didn’t fully understand what an interior designer was or what  
they did, so she tried to steer me into art teaching; she saw that as 
a creative pursuit that also had a viable career. Michelina: Greg 
was always redecorating our house when he was young. In the 
school holidays he would be at home repainting, and he once  
tried to sell this sofa (pictured) in the Trading Post when he  
was 15. He didn’t get away with that!
DO YOU INFLUENCE EACH OTHER’S STYLE DECISIONS?  
G: I was being dressed in brands from a young age. My mother, 
being a dyed-in-the-wool Italian, took her clothing and her 
fashion seriously. It was always a topic in our house growing up. 
Between my mother and my sister [Filomena Natale, a fashion 
designer in Sydney’s Paddington], there were fashion magazines 
everywhere. M: Greg’s father and I redesigned our house 10 years 
ago. I noticed the modern way Greg was designing at that time 
and I wanted the house to be lighter and brighter and more 
contemporary. He influences me in that way, I suppose.
WHAT DOES A REGULAR DAY LOOK LIKE FOR YOU?  
G: There really is no regular day at Greg Natale Design – I can be 
overseas, interstate, in the store, on a construction site, visiting 
clients, or visiting one of our factory partners. It’s a varied and full 
dance card that keeps me on the move. M: I attend a church 
group a few days a week – we go on outings together. I enjoy 
tending my garden and I cook for all my children and eight 
grandchildren. Greg is my favourite son and visits me every week. 
[NOTE: Greg is the only son!] 
YOUR FAVOURITE DECORATIVE PIECES FOR THE HOME?  
M: I love some of Greg’s new designs, especially the big marble 
[Niemeyer] bowls. I have a few of them in different sizes and 
colours in my home. G: Thanks Mum! I actually designed one  
of my marble decorator pieces based on a ceramic sculpture  
I designed for Mum when I was a kid. And my 1984 bookends  
are inspired by a gift I made for Mum back in the day. I’d say  
that’s a full circle.
GREG, WHAT’S THE GREATEST PIECE OF ADVICE YOUR 
MOTHER HAS GIVEN YOU? “Pazienza! Deve avere pazienza! ” 
[“Patience! You need to have patience!”]. Mum still tells me that... 
I’m working on it.
YOUR PLANS FOR MOTHER’S DAY? G: We plan to have  
lunch together, with my four sisters, and give Mum a break  
from the kitchen. We’re also going to spoil her with a nice gift  
– but I won’t give that away.  
Greg Natale Design; gregnataledesign.com.� >

The creative journey of Sydney INTERIOR  
and homewares designer Greg Natale began  
at HOME with his mum Michelina.

Patterns of life

GREG AND MICHELINA’S MOTHER’S DAY GIFT EDIT 1 Leopard Print wool lavallière scarf, $345, Saint Laurent. 2 Katia Superfine 18-carat white 
gold and diamond ring, $4700, Alinka Fine Jewellery. 3 Luisa Beccaria Gradient glass tumblers, $239/pair, MatchesFashion. 4 Fallingwater giclée 
print, $649, Greg Natale Design. 5 Cymbidum orchid. 6 Prometheus IV quartz, marble and brass table lamp, $7950, Christopher Boots. 7 iPhone 11 
Pro smartphone, from $1749, Apple. 8 Beauty Flash Balm face cream, $65/50ml, Clarins. 
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Greg Natale and his mother Michelina  
in the Sydney family home where  

Greg grew up. The artwork,  
“an homage to Matisse”, was painted 

by Greg at art school. 
Photography Kristina Soljo  

Styling Kate Nixon 
Hair & make-up Kelly Tapp
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