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reg Natale had Casa Masetti —a 1970s
masterpiece by Paulo Mendes da
Rocha — in mind when designing this
home, with a tropical modernism that’s been
translated to the Australian climate.
The owners Michelle and Zack. a young
professional couple, had initially engaged
an architect for their home, but Natale and
his team steered the project to fruition,
underpinned by this strong vision.
Throughout the process, Natale explored
the Brazilian architectural habit of combining
seemingly opposite ideas with exceptional
outcomes: “T'hat’s what I really like with the
Brazilians, they are very good at mixing pattern
and brutalism together,” he says.

Natale was excited by the textural
variations that are possible with site-poured
concrete in combination with different tones
of timbers. “I was able to push the clients down
the road of American walnut and New Guinea
rosewood, and also Palisander rosewood.
from Brazil, to add a sense of warmth, which
brutalism can lack.” says Natale.

Blush pink linen drapes similarly add a
softening element to the strident lines and
concrete swathes. However, it is Natale’s
layering of pattern that gives the interior its
enormous depth.

A custom runner from his latest collection
with Designer Rugs, for example. runs the
entire length of the mezzanine hall.

PREVIOUS Site-poured
concrete allowed Natale

to explore unique finishes,

including a crisscrossing
array of beams over a
rosewood ceiling

ABOVE Large covered
and partially covered
balconies expand the
living from inside to out

OPPOSITE The home's
brutalist aesthetic is
sottened by plants
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