
Groove Greg Natale chooses an abundance of texture 
to make an impact in this new home in Sydney’s south 

that parades a predominantly neutral palette. 
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Into the
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These pages The double-height living 
room is an impressive space with 
walls lined with custom fluting by 
Greg Natale (pictured). ‘Concave 

Border’ wall tiles from Academy Tiles 
finished in Dulux ‘Vintage Linen’. 

HC28 ‘Bear’ sofas from Domo. Gubi 
‘Croissant’ lounge chairs, ‘IOI’ coffee 

tables and ‘Epic’ coffee tables in 
grey and white travertine, &Tradition 

‘Shuffle’ table and Fredericia 
‘Sequoia’ pouf, all from Cult. 

Custom side table from Greg Natale. 
Vintage glass lamps from Peninsula. 

Rug from Alishba Rugs. Artwork, 
Shadow Lines by Marisa Purcell. 
Visual Comfort ‘Franca’ pivoting 

chandelier. Cushions and accessories 
from Alexandra Kidd Atelier and 

Greg Natale. Herringbone oak floors 
from Enoak. Decorative objects 
from Alexandra Kidd Atelier on 

Escea fireplace with custom marble 
surround from RMS Marble. 
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This page The entrance and its sweeping staircase are punctuated by a glimpse of the powder room’s vibrant Christian Lacroix ‘Atlantis Aube’ wallpaper 
from IconRadford. Karakter ‘Principal’ chair in Walnut from Cult. Ligne Roset ‘Gavrinis 3’ rug from Domo. Floor in Nero Marquina marble tiles from RMS 
Marble. Vintage Murano blue glass chandelier from eModerno. ‘Concave Border’ wall tiles from Academy Tiles finished in Dulux ‘Vintage Linen’. Stairs in 
herringbone oak from Enoak. Opposite page, clockwise from top left In the living room, HC28 ‘Bear’ sofas from Domo. Gubi ‘Croissant’ lounge chair, ‘Epic’ 

coffee tables in grey and white travertine, and Fredericia ‘Sequoia’ pouf, all from Cult. Custom side table from Greg Natale. Vintage glass lamp from 
Peninsula. ‘Franca’ pivoting chandelier from Visual Comfort. Rug from Alishba Rugs. Cushions and accessories from Greg Natale and Alexandra Kidd 

Atelier. Herringbone oak floors from Enoak. Escea fireplace with custom marble surround from RMS Marble. ‘Concave Border’ wall tiles from Academy Tiles 
finished in Dulux ‘Vintage Linen’. The study packs a punch with walls papered in Christian Lacroix ‘Atlantis Aube’ from IconRadford. Custom joinery painted 

in Dulux ‘Sharp Blue’. ‘Pinch-01’ and ‘Pinch-05’ pulls in Brass from Spark & Burnish. Accessories from Greg Natale and Alexandra Kidd Atelier. &Tradition 
‘Tripod’ table lamp from Cult. Artwork by Scott Petrie. Window furnishings by Design Curtains.

G
reg Natale’s latest project in the southern Sydney 
suburb of Oatley is an ode to texture. Renowned 
for his use of pattern and colour the interior 
designer admits that this house is “cleaner”, 
relying less on pattern and instead emphasising 

texture, particularly in the form of fluted detailing that 
makes an appearance in most rooms.

Greg came to be involved in this project in an amusing 
way. The clients, busy businesspeople with three young 
teenagers, had been impressed by new design work at their 
neighbour’s house. “But they thought I was a brand, not a 
real person,” he laughs.

Pleasantly surprised to discover the human embodiment 
of Greg Natale they engaged him on the spot for their 
project – a new house that they wanted to be in the Georgian 
style. “They already had a DA but it was pretty basic,” says 
Greg who set to work “shuffling and tweaking” with the 
facade, the windows, the roof and the floor plan to make the 
home more generously sized and spectacular.

“We took it to the next level,” he continues. “The 
foundations of the design were there, but we definitely had to 
re-plan and move a few things around. The kitchen and 
dining room and the back of the house would have been very 
poky but we opened them up so they flow better.”

The two-storey house has five bedrooms and bathrooms, 
the upper level accessed by a sweeping curved staircase.  »
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These pages Custom fluted kitchen joinery by Greg Natale painted in Dulux ‘Tranquil Retreat’ with Superwhite and Statuario marbles from RMS Marble. 
Tom Dixon ‘Fat’ counter stools from Living Edge. Aerin ‘Sommerard’ large triple-arm chandelier from Visual Comfort. Accessories from Greg Natale and 

Alexandra Kidd Atelier. Icon + Lever Knurled basin mixer in Urban Brass from Astra Walker. Wolf oven and cooktop in stainless steel from Winning Appliances.  
Stepped ceiling painted in Dulux ‘Lexicon’.

Sydney
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«  Arches are a repeated motif throughout in windows, doorways, 
mirrors and the marble fireplace mantle, but it is the fluting that 
really gives this home its unique persona. From the walls of the vast 
double-height living room to the kitchen joinery and the cornices, 
fluted detailing is a thread that stitches the rooms together. “The 
texture of the fluting is gorgeous and very effective,” says Greg. 
“The house is really quite neutral and light especially in the open 
plan but I was able to break out rooms and change colour and add 
personality by creating beautiful fluted portals that provide 
a separation to the spaces.”

While the neutral palette is based on walls in a very soft grey – 
“to give a warm feeling” – and chevron timber flooring also in a 
grey wash, bursts of colour provide vibrant punctuation points. 
Take the living room’s aubergine accents in the Gubi ‘Croissant’ 
lounge chairs, Greg Natale ‘Ponti’ cushions and Marisa Purcell 
artwork, the viridescent main bedroom with its walls washed in 
ethereal green Dulux ‘Sweet Nymph’ and swathes of emerald-green 
marble in the ensuite bathroom.

The dining room is the realisation of the owners’ dream – 
a  rhapsody in blue with highly lacquered joinery in Dulux 
‘Sharp  Blue’ animated by lengths of the chinoiserie-inspired 
Designers Guild ‘Manohari’ grasscloth wallpaper. “She calls it her 
blue salon as she was inspired by salon-like spaces,” says Greg, “and 
it is definitely her favourite room. I love the drama of it too.”

Greg’s signature style is more apparent in the study where the 
owners requested colour and pattern. Christian Lacroix ‘Atlantis 
Aube’ wallpaper envelops the room, with the same treatment 
appearing on the walls in the powder room. “These rooms definitely 
have maximalist and layered elements and they provide a great 
contrast to the rest of the home,” says the designer.

While art deco features were not on his mind while he was 
designing the house Greg says he became aware of a slight deco 
inclination in the project when the house was being photographed. 
“The stepped ceilings, the fluting, the arches – it was an unintentional 
reference,” he says. “The idea was all about creating texture so the 
house didn’t feel too plain, especially with all the neutral tones.”

The furniture, however, is definitely in the contemporary genre 
with sculptural pieces by Karakter, Gubi and Fredericia, playful 
designs such as the &Tradition ‘Shuffle’ side table, and artful 
pendant lights. “We wanted it to feel modern and light and didn’t 
want any deco or Georgian or heavy pieces,” says Greg who included 
some custom designs such as the wave-inspired bedhead and bedside 
tables in the main bedroom. 

The designer’s attention to detail is impressive. Along with the 
elegant design flourishes and luxe finishes Greg ensured that 
services such as the air-conditioning ducting were discreetly 
concealed in shadow lines and cornicing – “I love that!” he enthuses. 

The home sits comfortably in the streetscape, presenting quite a 
restrained classical facade, and when the front door opens the magic 
within is revealed.  #    
gregnatale.com

These pages, from left The blue dining room was the realisation of the owner’s dream, 
with walls, ceiling and joinery painted in Dulux ‘Sharp Blue’. Nero Marquina marble trim 
from RMS Marble. ‘Pinch-01’ and ‘Pinch-05’ joinery pulls in Polished Brass from Spark & 

Burnish. Designers Guild ‘Manohari’ grasscloth wallpaper from IconRadford. ‘Jewel’ 
scalloped dining table from Zuster with Gubi ‘Gent’ chairs from Cult. Custom ‘Vapour’ 
rug by Greg Natale from Designer Rugs. Custom pendant light from Lucretia. Eikund 

‘Fluffy’ lounge chair from Stylecraft. HC28 ‘Bold’ lacquered side table in Bordeaux Red 
from Domo. &Tradition floor lamp from Cult. Accessories from Greg Natale.
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This page, clockwise from top left The main bedroom has a custom bed, ‘Golden Elm’ 
bedding and pillows by Greg Natale. Bedside lamp from Peninsula. ‘Santorini’ rug 

from Designer Rugs. Artwork by Graziela Guardino, from the 2022 Hiatus Collection. 
&Tradition ‘Shuffle’ side table from Cult. Tom Dixon for Cappellini ‘S-Chair’. Walls 
painted in Dulux ‘Sweet Nymph’. Window furnishings from Design Curtains. The 

ensuite bathroom is swathed in Indian Green marble from RMS Marble. ‘Concave 
Border’ wall tiles from Academy Tiles. Custom joinery painted in Dulux ‘Vintage Linen’. 

Kelly Wearstler ‘Melange Pill Form’ wall sconce from Visual Comfort. Downlight in White 
from LightCo. ‘Pura’ undermount basin and Icon + Lever Knurled basin mixer in Urban 
Brass from Astra Walker. Towels and accessories from Greg Natale. Custom joinery by 
Greg Natale in the walk-in robe painted in Dulux ‘Sweet Nymph’ with Carrara marble 
benchtops from RMS Marble. Aromas ‘Dalt’ pendant light from LightCo. Accessories 

from Greg Natale. Opposite page The upstairs seating area is furnished with &Tradition 
‘Wulff’ chairs in Boucle and Sheepskin Honey, Hay ‘Slit’ round high side table, and 

Gubi ‘Modern Line’ pouffe, all from Cult. HC28 ‘Hap’ sofa and ‘Bold’ side table in Black 
Lacquer from Domo. Artemide ‘Laguna’ table lamp from Stylecraft. Flos ‘Smithfield’ 
ceiling light from Euroluce. Artwork by Jan Maarten Voskuil from Freeman Gallery. 

‘Walter’ rug from Designer Rugs. Window furnishings from Design Curtains. 

Sydney

SPEED READ
» Sydney design guru Greg Natale was tasked with delivering a new house in 

Sydney’s south for a busy couple with three young teenagers. » The couple wished 
for a Georgian-style home and Greg tweaked the existing DA to create a large and 
elegant family residence with five bedrooms and five bathrooms. » In a twist on his 
usual style Greg opted for a neutral palette in the open-plan living areas, creating 

interest with texture in the form of fluted walls, cornices and portals. » Pops of 
colour are introduced in rooms such as the dining room, study, powder room and 
main bedroom with vibrant lacquered joinery, wallpapers and swathes of marble. 
» Furniture is light and contemporary with iconic pieces by &Tradition, Gubi and 

Karakter, alongside artful light fittings and custom designs. 
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1 ‘Gowrie’ jacquard cushion, $140, from Greg Natale.  
2 Arabescato Vagli marble, POA, from Signorino. 3 ’Sofia 

Induction Pro’ range cooker in stainless steel, $20,999, 
from Fulgor Milano. 4 ‘Digbeth’ solid-brass appliance 

pull, from $778, from Gregory Croxford Living. 5 ‘Cuba 
Keramik Bistrot’ table in Matt Portoro, POA, from 

Cattelan Italia. 
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This page, from top The second bedroom has a HC28 ‘Fugue’ bed, ‘Anni’ bedside table, ‘Toy’ 
lacquered side table in Bordeaux Red, ‘Bold’ lounge chair and ‘Citti‘ bench, all from Domo. Charcoal 
Grey rug from Alishba Rugs. &Tradition ‘Flowerpot’ table lamp from Cult. Kelly Wearstler ‘Precision’ 
large square flush-mount light from Visual Comfort. Artwork by CXC Studio from Freeman Gallery. 

Walls painted in Dulux ‘Milton Moon’. Window furnishings from Design Curtains. The children’s 
bathroom has a Pivotech undermount bathtub from Harvey Norman with Carrara marble from 
RMS Marble. Custom fluted joinery finished in Dulux ‘Vintage Linen’. Benchtop in Carrara marble 

from RMS Marble. Tapware in Urban Brass from Astra Walker. ‘Concave Border’ wall tiles from 
Academy Tiles. Marvel Stone ‘Bardiglio Grey’ floor tiles. Kelly Wearstler ‘Melange’ elongated wall 
sconces from Visual Comfort. Hay ‘Slit’ round high table from Cult. Artwork by Marisa Purcell. 

‘Electric Dreams’ vase, towels and accessories from Greg Natale. Opposite page The home’s classic 
facade is painted in Dulux ‘Vintage Linen’. Royal Botania ‘Dome’ pendant lights and wall lights from 

LightCo. Roof shingles in Onyx from Boral.
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