HoME  Oydney

Glamour and opulence
abound in this Sydney
home designed by
Greg Natale that
answers the owners’
desire for modern
apartment-style living,

These pages Interior designer
Greg Natale stands on the
sweeping curved staircase he
designed for this house in
Sydney’s Hunters Hill. Flooring
and stair treads in Nero Marquina
marble from Di Lorenzo. Custom
handrail by builder Ginardi.
Wever & Ducré ceiling-mounted
‘Ray’ lights from Est Lighting.
rtwork is Large White Drape
Exterior 1 by Anya Pesce.
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These pages, from left In the entrance a custom fluted plinth in Nero Marquina marble by Greg Natale holds a sculpture, Rarity Female Torso by

. ) . Kelly Wearstler. Custom steel front door by Ginardi. A Ligne Roset ‘Gavrinis 3’ rug from Domo sits on the Nero Marquina marble floor tiles from Di Lorenzo.
ith its generous proportions and panoramic views Wever & Ducré ceiling-mounted ‘Ray’ lights from Est Lighting. Artwork, Both Going and Coming Back by Graziela Guardino. In the main living room a Minotti
over the district to the City skyline this house on a ‘Daniels’” modular sofa from De De Ce with custom cushions from Montmartre Store sits on a custom rug by Greg Natale from Designer Rugs. Gubi

. 5 7 ‘Bohemian 72’ chair with ottoman and &Tradition ‘Tung’ side table, both from Cult. Custom coffee table by Greg Natale in Nero Marquina and Statuario
corner block in Sydney’s Hunters Hill ticked all the . . o IR Nt . . .

L marble. Artwork is Trout Docker by Michael Cusack. Fluted joinery by Ginardi painted in Dulux ‘Lexicon’. Custom curtains by Greg Natale and Design Curtains.

boxes for the empty-nester purchasers. Wishing to

Ceramics from The DEA Store. Pure Vision gas fireplace from Real Flame.
create a home that evoked the feel of an apartment

without actually living in one, they were attracted by the potential r'___
and knew immediately that interior designer Greg Natale was the
man to lead the reinvention of the property.

Having visited a friend’s house that had been designed by Greg
they were “blown away by the level of detail” and knew that was what
they wanted for their own home. “The bones of the house we bought
were good but the finishes were not,” explains the owner. “Greg came
highly recommended and he understood exactly what we wanted
— a modern home with warmth and beautiful finishes. We are very
big on detail!”

Never one to tinker around the edges Greg decided a full-scale
gutting was the only way forward. He decided to make the staircase Mo
the focal point and so located the new spectacular spiral creation
front and centre, its black marble treads and risers glinting opulently
across the home’s three levels. “These stairs are the spine of the »
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« house and make a strong vertical statement,” says Greg,
“topped off by the pendant light that the owners chose.”

With the brief specifying a black-and-white palette Greg
was in his element but the owners’ wish for “a clean, modern
and sleek interior” meant a change of beat for him. Known for
his lavish layers and decoration, Greg said he held back on the
patterns in this project but introduced plenty of texture and
materiality. A fluted finish on the kitchen cabinetry, on the
marble fireplace surrounds and in the bathrooms is tactile and
eye-catching, while marble drawer fronts and stone skirting
boards take luxury to another level.

“I'm a modernist at heart,” says Greg, “and as a creative I think
I’'m evolving and my business is evolving. When I was studying it
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was all about modernism and minimalism and I've gone back to
that but I've warmed it up with colour, timber and texture.”

Purple accents were introduced at the wife’s suggestion and
Greg designed rugs, cushions and accessories that splice the regal
shade with blush pinks, rose and wine hues, while timber stools
and side tables provide more warmth. The owner comments,
“Greg styled the house with the furnishings, the artwork, even
all'the ornaments, which are just amazing throughout.”

True to the owners’ desire tq live ‘apartment-style’, the
top-floog,  30-metre-long semi-circular space generously
accommodates living, dining and kitchen. It leads through
glass doors to surrounding terraces overflowing with greenery
designed by Chiselled in Stone, fitted with barbecues and the »

Sydney

These pages With its panoramic views to the water and Sydney’s Anzac Bridge the
kitchen is a glamorous space made for entertaining. Miyazaki ‘Bar’ stools in walnut and
black-stained ash from Great Dane. Lost Profile ‘Covenant 1000" pendant light from
Est Lighting. Fluted kitchen joinery by Ginardi painted in Dulux ‘Lexicon’. Custom stone
benchtop and drawer fronts from CDK Stone. ‘Libera’ kitchen mixer with black spring
spray from Parisi. ‘There Oval’ side table in travertine from Sides. Ceramics and Rosso

Levanto marble bowl from The DEA Store. Artwork, Push and Pull by Louise Olsen.. ;
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« accoutrements of outdoor living and taking in the stellar views.
“The gardens play a big part in this house’s appeal,” says the owner.

Inside, the custom sinuously curved sofa follows the line of the
room offering a stylish spot for conversation or relaxation. Nearby,
the marble dining table is the scene of many spirited gatherings, and
“having dinner there in front of the city is amazing”, enthuses the
owner. “The living area is just something — unless you build it or
create it you'll never find anything like it,” he says.

“It’s not a big house,” says Greg, “but it does have a lot of
space.” As the owners are frequent entertainers and also have
three children and four grandchildren who visit often space was
definitely a priority. “When it’s just my wife and me it’s very
comfortable,” says the owner, “but we can easily have 100 people
for a party. Our friends and family love it — they say it’s just like
coming to a hotel — it has that feeling.”

The home’s facade is an elegant take on Brutalism with its
original cladding of charcoal ceramic tiles. Greg removed the
balconies and changed the window frames to black to enhance
the sleek appearance. The sandstone steps and planter boxes were
retained, again for warmth. Near the pool, an enormous monolith
of Sydney sandstone is a commanding presence jutting out above
the seating area, its angularity softened by the planting.

N “The original spirit of the home is still there,” says Greg, “but
5 now it’s modern, opulent and warm with beautiful detailing.”

The owners couldn’t be happier. “We’re very proud of our home,”

they confirm. 13 gregnatale.com; ginardi.com.au
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This page and opposite page, bottom Living, dining and kitchen occupy*Gig
a statement on an Olsen + Ormandy ‘Seed Pod’ rug by Louise Olsen “.'..-\”‘_
‘There’ side table in travertine from Sides. Sculpture is Totem Grande from The Visud c
from Cult with Minotti ‘Cesar’ side table from De De Ce. Gubi ‘Timberline’ floor lamp frorrVau
Olsen Gallery hangs over custom fluted joinery by Ginardi that holds an Artemide ‘Shogun
holder) in Jurassic marble and a ‘Diane’ ashtray, both by Greg Natale. ‘Venn’ wall light by Wever & 2oy
top Custom dining table by Greg Natale with Nero Marquina legs and honed Statuario marble top.-Knoll Soari en
De De Ce. Lost Profile ‘Covenant 200’ penaont light with Wever & Ducré ceiling-mounted ‘Ray’ lights, both from =S
joinery by Ginardi painted in Dulux ‘Lexicon” with shelves in Nero Marquina marble holds ceramics from The
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This page and opposite page, top right The main bedroom has a Gubi ‘Stay Bed Low’ from Cult on a custom rug by Greg Natale from
Designer Rugs. Pillows in Zimmer + Rohde ‘Tangle’ in col. 496. Poliform ‘Onda’ bedside table with Oluce ‘Atollo’ table lamp from Euroluce.
&Tradition "Wulff’ chair from Cult. Sculpture, Column by Caroline Duffy from Curatorial+Co. Icone Luce ‘Vera’ wall sconce from Mondoluce. ‘Miro’
pendant light from LightCo. ‘Fiori’ table (at bed end) by Antrei Hartikainen and Poiat Studio from Great Dane. All accessories from Greg Natale.
Opposite page, top left The powder room walls are in fluted Carrara marble from Skheme and Rex ‘I Classici’ Statuario-inspired porcelain from
Di Lorenzo. Lee Broom “Eclipse 3-piece’ chandelier from Space. ‘Tondo’ column basin in gloss white from Parisi. "Assemble’ floor-mounted spout
from Astra Walker. Custom mirror and ‘Astoria’ towel by Greg Natale. Opposite page, bottom The main ensuite bathroom has walls and shower
inset in Rex I Classici’ porcelain from Di Lorenzo with fluted Carrara marble shower wall from Skheme. Astra Walker ‘lcon Plus’ matte black
showerhead and fittings. ‘Avalon’ soap dispenser from Greg Natale. Zanotta ‘Teti’ stool from Cult. Floor tiles and custom joinery in Nero
Marquina marble from Di Lorenzo with Super White stone benchtop from CDK Stone. Custom mirrors by Greg Natale. ‘Assemble’ basin tapware
with black marble handles and ‘Rona’ undercounter basins from Astra Walker. Pastille ‘Wayfind” wall lights from Koda Lighting.
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These pages, clockwise from top left House facade
is covered in charcoal porcelain tiles from Living
Tiles. Stairs in Sable Granite from Eco Outdoor.

Poolside, Gubi ‘Pacha’ outdoor lounge chairs and
Zanotta ‘Teti’ stool, all from Cult. Bisazza ‘Tallinn’
glass mosaic pool tiles from Di Lorenzo. Glass
screen is a custom Greg Natale design.

SPEED READ

» An empty-nester couple were attracted by the potential of a house on a corner block
in Sydney’s Hunters Hill, affording them the opportunity to create apartment-style

living without moving to an apartment. » They had been impressed by interior designer
Greg Natale’s luxurious detailing on a friend’s house and so engaged Greg to redesign their
new home. » He positioned a new black marble-clad staircase at centrestage, and it spirals

across the home’'s three levels, making a dramatic statement. » The expansive top floor is
dedicated to glamorous living with access to outdoor terraces through sliding glass doors and

offering panoramic views of the city skyline. » The mood is sleek and modern, with opulent
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finishes, including lashings of marble and tactile details creating a sophisticated home.

SIGNATURE SRYLE

KEY PIECES

1'Gentleman’ armchair by Marcel Wanders, $6420, from Poliform. 2 Floor-mounted bath filler in Matte Black, $429.90, from ABI Interiors.
3 'Plateau’ wool rug by Bernabeifreeman, $4685, from Designer Rugs. 4 Baxter ‘Allure’ coffee table, made to order, from Space.

=i
5 'Hercules’ plinth in Nero marble, $3700, from Greg Natale. belle /5



