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Greg Natale works his magic on a basic
70s apartment overlooking Bondi Beach,
transforming it into a breathtaking
olamour pad with holiday vibes.

Words JUDY PASCOE Photography ANSON SMART

r"' |

118 belle

SPLASHING OU

This page The revamped living area seems so spacious thanks to the selection and clever placement of furniture, and the expansive
sea views. A custom Greg Natale ‘Eclipse’ rug from Designer Rugs anchors the sitting area with a Minotti ‘Jacques’ angled sofa from
De De Ce, a Cassina ‘Capitol Complex’ armchair from Mobilia and a ‘Bund’ side table from Living Edge. A ‘Cloud 19" pendant light from
Apparatus hangs above the custom Boca do Lobo ‘Patch’ table from Covet House and Cassina ‘Capitol Complex’ chairs from Mobilia in
the dining area. The perforated bulkheads add a decorative element while serving to disguise the support beams, airconditioning ducting
and curtain pelmets. Opposite page In the entry a ‘Souk’ mirror in Red from Regency Distribution is a statement piece, enhanced by
ceramics from Greg Natale on the Brabbu ‘Agra’ console table from Covet House. ‘Wall Stack 3" lamp in polished brass from Volker Haug.




HoMmE  Sydney

| hen Covid clipped everyone’s wings in early 2020
this family had a total rethink of their priorities.
Realising that overseas travel would be off the
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agenda for some time they decided to create a
LSRR EURINSNE SRS I holiday lifestyle for themselves. So they sold
AR O S S SR SR A, LW their expansive home in Sydney’s eastern suburbs and bought a 70s
S o o R S - apartment perched above the sands of Bondi Beach.
LR A A A A A O A Aniconic location and spectacular views were the drawcard, and the
F unrenovated apartment offered the scope to make it their own. Shiva
N and Arun Mohan had seen interior designer Greg Natale’s work in
Belle and were impressed by his bold and individual approach. “The
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wanted beachy but not a classic coastal look,” says Greg, “and, while
there was a brief, they were fantastic clients who trusted me and let me
express my creativity.” The home had to accommodate the couple’s
three children and dog, and function as an entertainer as well as a place
to relax. “We love entertaining and we get so much joy from cooking
and sharing good food and wine with friends and family,” says Shiva.

One look at the site — with the rolling waves and beach on one side
and a line-up of teal-coloured Art Deco buildings across the road —and
Greg had his inspiration, delivering a sophisticated take on the colours
and forms surrounding the three-bedroom apartment. Working
within a strata building, however, is never easy and a year’s worth of
planning and approvals had to be navigated before work began. Once it
did, it was a “full-on extravaganza”, says Greg.

The exterior had already been renovated and frameless glass
balustrades added, but inside had to be totally gutted. “We took down
— all the walls,” says Greg. “It was a typical 70s layout with the kitchen
and laundry in poky separate rooms. Opening it all out meant a lot of
engineering was required, and we had to install support beams, as well
as airconditioning and a fireplace.” To hide the support beams and
ducting for the airconditioning, and the curtain pelmets, Greg devised
a series of perforated bulkheads that also provide a decorative element.
This inspired the circle motif repeated throughout — in the penny
round tiles in the bathrooms and round moulding in the joinery as well
as the curved kitchen, and the arched detail in the hallway and doors.
Furniture also took on a curved profile with the round counter »
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These pages, from left Joinery.in Dulux ‘Quaver’ echoes the teal colour of the Art Deco
buildings across the road from the apartment. Wall unit shelf in Ruby marble slab from
Skheme. A Minotti Jacques’ angled sofa from De De Ce, a ‘Bund’ side table from Living Edge,
..a Fassmfa fCopltoI Complex’ armchair from Mobilia and a Baxter ‘Nepal’ armchair encircle
f" ‘the qaxfsr ebe' coffee tables in Brioche onyx from Space on a custom Greg,Natale ‘Eclipse’
i A’ug ?rom# gner'liug (\ccéss?rles from Greg Natale. BassamFellows ‘Circular’.counter
JI i o I ’Jrn M'Ed Greg introduced arches ds a design feature, and the polished stucco;
15 n ‘Ts allows li ght!ti boqnce around the room cnd reflects the water,
wh f ] ] i) (%]
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This page The hanging bar is a drawcard for the owners and their friends leading to many convivial gatherings. Joinery in Dulux ‘Quaver’ with
benchtop and splashbacks in honed Mont Blanc Quartzite from CDK Stone. BassamFellows ‘Circular’ stools from Living Edge. Pitt cooktop, Qasair
rangehood and Zip HydroTap in brushed gold, all from Winning Appliances. ‘City Que’ kitchen mixer in polished brass from Brodware. White chevron
timber flooring from Mardegan. Opposite page, clockwise from top left A ‘Cloud 19" pendant light from Apparatus hangs low over the custom Boca
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do Lobo ‘Patch’ table from Covet House. Cassina ‘Capitol Complex’ chairs from Mobilia. Ceramics and accessories from Greg Natale. The perforated P T T T T T T T P
bulkheads were designed to hide the support beams, airconditioning ducting and curtain pelmets as well as providing a decorative element. Arflex M R T T T T T T E E
‘Arcolor’ side table from Space. Cassina ‘Capitol Complex” armchair from Mobilia in blue velvet echoes the colour of the ocean. Brabbu ‘Agra’ console " . X - - aow

table from Covet House. ‘Souk’ mirror in Red from Regency Distribution. The arched hallway leads to the bedrooms. The terrace is a showstopper with
its custom ‘Amalfi’ tiles by Greg Natale from Teranova and orange retractable awning from Markilux. Emu ‘Dock’ sofa, ‘Lyze’ chairs and ‘Terramare’

coffee table, all from Ke-Zu. Pots from Mr. Pinchy & Co.
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This page The children’s bedrooms have built-in wardrobes and desks. Desk lamp from Ownworld. Arte ‘Trapezium’ wallpaper from Unique Fabrics lines
the shelving. Opposite page, clockwise from top left ‘Penny Round’ mosaic tiles in Ming Green in the bathroom with honed Carrara pencil tiles beneath
the custom vanity by Greg Natale and Carrara floor tiles, all from Teranova. Bentu ‘Hui’ terrazzo basin from Remodern. ‘City Stik’ fittings in polished
brass from Brodware. ‘Ceto’ double wall light from Ross Gardam. Arches, curves and circles are the language of the design. A custom Greg Natale
‘Vapour’ rug from Designer Rugs in one of the children’s bedrooms. Sheer curtains in Christian Fischbacher ‘Agathis’ from Design Curtains.

Kelly Wearstler antique burnished-brass light fitting from Visual Comfort.
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“WHILE| THE MOOD
IS RELAXED IT’S
DEFINITELY A MORE
GLAMOROUS TAKE
ON A BEACHSIDE
APARTMENT.”

« stools, light fittings, dining and coffee tables and rugs. The angularity
of the chevron-patterned white timber floorboards provides a contrast.
To counter the low ceilings Greg had them finished in polished
stucco that reflects the ocean and gives the illusion of height. Walls
in the living area have the same finish creating a luminous backdrop
for the eclectic mix of contemporary and mid-century furniture.

Never afraid to use colour Greg has referenced the beach and
water with a custom rug that looks like wet sand anchoring the
living area, a curvaceous Minotti sofa in a similar hue and a blue
velvet armchair reminiscent of a cresting wave. Responding to his
clients’ wish for a teal kitchen he specified joinery in Dulux
‘Quaver’ and then judiciously sprinkled the shade on the doors and
the bathroom tiles and in the children’s bedrooms with the Arte
“Trapezium’ wallcovering and the custom ‘Vapour’ rugs.

On the terrace, arguably the showpiece of the apartment, Greg’s
‘Amalfi’ tiles — “an homage to Gio Ponti and his famous [Parco dei
Principi] hotel in Sorrento” — evoke the chic hotel-style glamour he
was seeking. The clients couldn’t be happier. “We love the tiles! They
are unique and the space pops the moment you walk in,” says Shiva.

While the apartment is not huge it feels so much bigger and
interesting thanks to Greg’s mastery of the space, installing bifolds
to the terrace and inserting columns and arches to manipulate
perceptions. The combination of colours and furnishings provides
a curated feel, in line with his tailored and detailed signature look.
“The furniture suits every space perfectly, allowing for multiple
seating options,” says Shiva.

“While the mood is relaxed it’s definitely a more glamorous take
on a beachside apartment,” says Greg, and the owners agree. “Greg
understood the brief so well. We wanted to feel like we were in
a bar where we could relax and unwind. Not only does it look like
the most stylish bar, but it also feels as if we are on holiday 24/7,”
says Shiva. 13 gregnatale.com
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This page The master bedroom has a custom bed with ‘Malachite’ bed linen, ‘Macleay’ checked cushions and ‘Astoria’ throw in Blush from Greg Natale
on an ‘Onyx’ rug from Designer Rugs also designed by Greg. Kelly Wearstler antique burnished-brass light fitting from Visual Comfort. Graceful Stories
‘Golden Marble’ wallpaper from Radford Furnishings. Opposite page The ensuite has ‘Penny Round’ mosaic tiles in Norwegian Rose from Teranova.
Bentu ‘Hui’ terrazzo basin from Remodern. ‘City Que’ wall set in polished brass from Brodware. ‘Ceto’ double wall light from Ross Gardam. Custom
vanity, towel and accessories, all designed by Greg Natale.
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SPEED READ

i
apartment overlooking Bondi

travelling in the near future,
by relocating to|the beach.
to create an open-plan living, 'iq
beach. » Greg was inspired by
dings across the road to create
olour palette of teal green and
port beams, airconditioning

lement, with the circle motif

Beach for a family of five.» Realising that they wouldn't be
Shiva and Arun Mohan decided to invent a holiday lifestyle
» The apartment needed a total overhaul with walls removed
dining and kitchen area leading to a terrace perched atop the
the colours of the water and sand as well as the Art Deco buil
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» Designer Greg Natale was tasked with reinventing this 70s F &gt ! 3] ! - I

a glamorous yet relaxed home with a contemporary coastal ¢
sandy orange. » Perforated bulkheads hide| the utilities - su
ducting and curtain pelmets - while providing a decorative

repeated in design details throughout. _‘;
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