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Sleep

HOSHINOYA TOKYO

The wall of bamboo shoeboxes, the tatami mats, the kimono
— all these deliver the ryokan experience, yet you're in the
heart of the city. The blend of traditional and modern makes
this stay so special, with hot spring baths and a lounge on each
floor enhancing the feeling of exclusivity. hoshinoya.com/tokyo

AMAN TOKYO

Designed by the late Australian architect Kerry Hill, the
Tokyo branch of this luxury resort group takes up the top six
floors of a highrise and offers spectacular views of the city.
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The elegant serenity of a Yuri

(Deluxe King) room at luxury
ryokan Hoshinoya Tokyo. Italian
restaurant Arva at Aman Tokyo,
the work of Australian architect

Aside from its exquisite Japanese furnishings, the award- Kerry Hill. Bamboo shoeboxes

winning design features a lobby with a huge washi paper e lining the entrance wall of
lantern. It’s a sight worth seeing. aman.com/resorts/aman-tokyo By AN Hoshinoya Tokyo. The view of
§ . Mount Fuji from Aman Tokyo.
TRUNK ( HOTE L) Opposite page The Lounge bar
; | at Aman Tokyo with a stunning
Top of my list to try is this boutique hotel in Shibuya. It has L panorama of the city skyline.

only 15 rooms, but the public spaces have been designed to
make the place a hip social hub for guests and locals alike.
Beyond the striking grey stone exterior, the upcycled wood
furniture has plenty of textural appeal. trunk-hotel.com

Fat/drink

ARMANI RISTORANTE

Concept stores in Tokyo are dazzling creations, and Armani’s
Ginza Tower, courtesy of Doriana and Massimiliano Fuksas,
is a design joy. Once you've had your fill of homewares and
fashion on the lower floors, head to the restaurant and bar on
the upper floors. Like the interior, the food is a perfect meeting
of Italian style and Japanese sensibility. armani.com/restaurant

LONGRAIN

What is it about restaurants perched high in tower buildings?
I can’t get enough. This Thai food icon may have closed in
Sydney but it’s thriving 39 floors up in Tokyo and delivering

all the dishes we loved in Australia with some welcome ¢

Japan dditions. Th. B K o0d desioned b and reliable. And local
apa esej a - € W.a X a . leioyy ElprtEs, (e g. cd by etiquette suggests it's polite

Luchetti Krelle, offers striking views of Tokyo. longrain.com to put wet umbrellas in the

boot, rather than in the cabin.
Cash is king here and cards
are not widely accepted.
Make your restaurant
reservations. The best ones fill
up fast. | did my research in
advance and am so glad | did!

SCENT
‘Lost Cherry’ eau de E
parfum from Tom Ford [1]. -

TO PACK
360T" suitcase in Black from
Proteca [2]. Zippy organiser
in Taiga leather from Louis
Vuitton [3]. ‘Court Classic
SL/0¢’ leather sneakers from
Saint Laurent [4].

TIPS
Temperatures can vary wildly
from season to season so be
prepared! | went during the
typhoon season, which though
wet, was also warm. Pack
an umbrella for your outings.
Cabs are a quaint option
with their automatic opening
doors and lacy headrests
- they're clean, readily available

by Greg Natale

GREGNATALE.COM / @GREGNATALE
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ARVA

This top-floor masterpiece is located in Aman Tokyo and, worthy of its
setting, looks like a modern cathedral —if such a place could incorporate the
beautiful simplicity of Japanese design. On the plate is delicious Italian
cuisine with local ingredients. aman.com/resorts/aman-tokyo/arva-restaurant

TAKASHIMAYA SHINJUKU DEPACHIKA

Head underground to the depachika — food halls located in the basement of
department stores —and you’re in for a treat. At Takashimaya Shinjuku, the
food hall offers a cornucopia of delights with zero chaos — just beautifully
laid out and presented counters of every food you can imagine. Sweet,
savoury, breads, wines, whiskeys and bento boxes. Want a gold-leaf-covered
chocolate bar? The KitKat counter is for you. takashimaya-global.com

GOLDEN GAI

Back on the street, this buzzing district of 280 bars presents a taste of older
Tokyo. Packed into six tiny alleys in Shinjuku, it entices with its riot of
colours, signs, flavours and people. There’s something about sitting in a bar
that seats only eight people, sipping a Long Island Iced Tea and listening
to thrash metal that makes this experience uniquely Tokyo. goldengai.jp

SALMON & TROUT

Ex-Tetsuya’s chef Kan Morieda offers a seasonal tasting menu that’s full of
surprises and just as unexpected is the dining bar’s setting, an old bike shop.
Pair your dishes with wine, beer or saké and enjoy the clever flavour
combinations and chilled atmosphere. 4-42-7 Daizawa, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo

Shop

SAINT LAURENT OMOTESANDO

Another concept store where the whole building is a design statement: witness
marble, mirrors, stainless steel and statues providing a stunning setting for
the clothes. You might be lucky, as I was, to visit during a sale — I picked up
a self-stripe blazer and a shirt with the Eiffel Tower on it. ysl.com

CELINE TOKYO OMOTESANDO

Next stop is the Celine concept store, courtesy of designer Hedi Slimane.
Having revolutionised the brand, he also made over the stores, and the mix
of granite, travertine, wood and copper is eye-catching. Strangely,
I managed to buy a blazer here, too — this time a pinstriped one. stores.celine.com

DOVER STREET MARKET

This cool avant-garde concept store, which now boasts six locations
worldwide, is a showcase for hot brands and new collections. Created by Rei
Kawakubo of Japanese fashion label Comme des Garcons and her husband
Adrian Joffe, the store features a changing line-up of luxury labels and art
installations displayed in its striking spaces. ginza.doverstreetmarket.com
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staircase in 21_21 Design Sight
designed by architect Tadao
Ando. A refined dish at Arva at
Aman Tokyo. A look from Celine’s
Spring 2020 ready-to-wear
collection. Five Flavours of
Delight served at Hoshinoya
Tokyo. Elaine Cameron-Weir's
Snake X commissioned by Hedi
Slimane for Celine Tokyo
Omotesando. Prayer plaques
at Meiji Jingu shrine.
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SOMEWHERE TOKYO

You wouldn’t expect to find postmodern Italian
designs in the backstreets of Tokyo, but you can
atthis galleryin the trendy Ebisu neighbourhood.
IconicItalian and Japanese furniture sits alongside
contemporary pieces. somewheretokyo.com

TAKASHIMAYA SHINJUKU

The massive offering at the department store
chain is enjoyable whether you’re shopping or
browsing. With luxurylabels, fashion, homewares
and even a kimono shop, it has something
for everyone. The store also features cafes and
three levels of restaurants, with a serene rooftop
garden terrace. takashimaya-global.com

UNIQLO GINZA

The comfortingly clean layout of this Japanese
clothing giant is worth a visit to appreciate all
12 floors of the world’s largest Uniqlo store.
A good source for wardrobe basics. uniglo.com

Explore

YOYOGI PARK

Stroll through this park on Sunday and you’ll find
a hive of activity. Rock music fans, fashionistas,
jugglers, martial arts clubs, joggers, cosplayers and
picnickers gather, making ita great spot for people
watching. 2-1 Yoyogikamizonocho, Shibuya City

MEIJI JINGU SHRINE

Head from Yoyogi Park to this shrine next door
and you're still walking through a peaceful forest
in the middle of the city. This is a popular site
with tourists and locals — my visit coincided with

THE EAST GARDENS
OF THE IMPERIAL PALACE

In the heart of the city, you can walk through
a sprawling park of ancient Japanese gardens
complete with moats and castle ruins. An
amazing collection of trees and a great exhibition
space make this a must-see. kunaicho.go.jp
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TEAMLAB BORDERLESS

This digital art museum is like no other. Colour
and light surround you in a 3D wonderland that
is interactive, immersive and, frankly, mind-
blowing. Lying on the Floating Nest surrounded
by trails of light created by a digital school of
fish shimmering around me was an experience
I won’t forget in a hurry. borderless.teamiab.art

YAYOl KUSAMA MUSEUM

This bold space was founded by artist Yayoi
Kusama and exhibits works from her extensive
career. The unmissable white building, made of
five stacked cubes, provides a strong backdrop for
the colourful artworks, installations and Kusama’s
signature polka dots. yayoikusamamuseum.jp

TOKYO NATIONAL MUSEUM

Japan’s largest and oldest museum also houses
the world’s biggest collection of Japanese art,
from paintings and ceramics to swords and
kimonos. You need a fair bit of time to cover it,
and then there’s also the garden to explore.

21_21 DESIGN SIGHT

With most of the gallery underground, this is
a place worth seeing for the building before you
even begin on the shows. Designed by architect
Tadao Ando and fashion icon Issey Miyake, its
lines are inspired by one of Miyake’s creations.

HARAJUKU

Fun, fashionable and full of buzz, this well-
known neighbourhood is a feast for the senses.
Even if you’re not here to shop or eat, looking
at your fellow visitors is rewarding enough.
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#4 sculpture by Arko, bamboo
lattice side table by Ryosuke
Harashima and ‘Twin Light’ floor
lamp by Takuya Hamajima at design
gallery Somewhere Tokyo. The
distinctive exterior of the Yayoi
Kusama Museum in the Shinjuku
district. Artist Yayoi Kusama. Japan
is renowned for bountiful cherry
blossoms in full bloom.



