
This glamorous entertainers’ home is the ultimate 
showstopper with its ultra-luxe lashings of brass, 
nickel and gold. Words CARLI PHILIPS   Photography ANSON SMART

METAL AS  
   ANYTHING

These pages, from left Built in the 1990s, the three-level house in Hunters Hill was well oriented with strong foundations, and its private 
facade and secluded location appealed to the owners. The curved ceiling in the grand entryway is stepped ivory stucco in polished plaster, 

while the original staircase was replaced with a new, ribbon-like curved balustrade. Flooring is Pietra Grey marble from CDK Stone and 
Calacatta marble laid in a geometric pattern. Visual Comfort ‘Liaison’ chandelier in antique burnished brass by Kelly Wearstler. Custom 
ottoman in satin, brass and stainless steel, ‘Stacked’ centre table in satin brass and black-stained American oak satin finish with honed 
Nero Marquina marble top, and ‘Trident’ bowl in lacquered brass (on table), all by Greg Natale. Diverted Limited Edition 4 sculpture on 

table by Dan Murphy. Artwork by Monica Dalek from 1stdibs. ‘Everything is Golden Mirror No.4’ wall mirror from Hava Studio.
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F
rom distressed outdoor limestone to charcoal Pietra stone, 
black granite and slabs of Calacatta, this Sydney house is 
a wonderland of marble that has been leathered, polished, 
honed and even laid in mosaic patterns with custom brass 
inlays. The extensive application of such materials was, 

quite simply, “non-negotiable”, explains interior designer Greg 
Natale of his client’s brief, which essentially directed a “more is 
merrier” approach when it came to the surface. It’s an expression 
that adds both drama and glamour to the home.

The homeowners, a couple with three teenage children, had seen 
Greg’s work in Belle and at another property close by, and approached 
him straight after purchasing this secluded three-storey home in 
Hunters Hill. Built in the 1990s, it was dated but well oriented and 
had solid foundations. Their instructions were clear: a full gut and 
renovation of everything from the ground up. 

From feats of engineering to carefully selected dish trays, the 
first-time clients entrusted Greg with the two-year transformation 
of their home. The house was also Greg’s first to use pieces mostly 
from his eponymous homewares and product collection. “I wanted 
to keep the furniture contemporary with my tailored designs, a bit 
of deco and some mid-century mixed in, too,” says Greg, who was 
inspired by 1950s American designer Milo Baughman.

“This really is like a whole new house,” he says of the extensive 
structural work involved. “We needed to get the wall, floors and 
ceilings right before doing anything else. The ceilings were especially 
complicated,” he adds of the panelling and stepped ivory stucco 
curved ceiling in polished plaster. “We did drawings and I was there 
with the builders constantly. It was extremely complicated and  » 

This page Sumptuous pieces guide the eye from the dining room to the living room. ‘Empire’ side table in brass and Nero Marquina marble 
from Demorais International. Waylande Gregory lava-pattern lamp (on side table) and artworks by Antonia Mrljak, all from Becker Minty. ‘Lena’ 

chairs by Greg Natale. Opposite page, clockwise from top left An ‘Aegean’ rug from Designer Rugs grounds a custom dining table with stone top 
and black-stained American Oak and satin brass base, and custom dining chairs with a stained frame and brass feet, all by Greg Natale. Behind 
the table, natural brass is wrapped over the wall panels. Visual Comfort ‘Ardent’ antique burnished chandeliers and ‘Iveala’ sconces, all by Kelly 

Wearstler. ‘Halston’ vase and ‘Niemeyer’ bowl on table by Greg Natale. Artwork by Antonia Mrljak from Becker Minty. The kitchen island has been 
inlaid with a brushed brass and nickel trim, and Calacatta slab benchtops have been mitred with thickened edges. Visual Comfort ‘Presidio’ 
pendant lights by Kelly Wearstler. Stellar Works ‘Blink’ stools from Living Edge. Wolf oven and Sub-Zero refrigerator from Winning Appliances.
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This page The complex stepped ceiling runs from the ground-floor entry to the first floor. On the plinth is Clogger With Messy Hair sculpture by Dan Murphy. 
Artwork by Monica Dalek from 1stdibs. ‘Everything is Golden Mirror No.6’ wall mirror from Hava Studio. Visual Comfort ‘Precision’ ceiling mounts. Opposite 

page, clockwise from top left Brass is at its brilliant best in the upstairs bedroom ensuite, with a Gubi ‘F.A.33’ mirror from Cult flanked by Visual Comfort 
‘Lloyd’ jewelled sconces. ‘Icon’ basin and ‘Icon + Lever’ basin set from Astra Walker. Cabinet pulls from Designer Doorware. Calacatta stone slab with brass 

trim inlay. The owners’ daughter can relax in her own pink paradise, thanks to Gucci ‘Heron’ print wallpaper. ‘Deco’ bed and ‘Renwick’ nightstand from 
Anthropologie. Visual Comfort ‘Halcyon Accent’ table lamp. Roberto Cavalli cushions from Amara. Artwork from Boyd Blue. All the kids’ bedrooms run off 
an upstairs hallway. ‘Vapour’ rug from Designer Rugs. Custom banquettes in ‘Royale Velvet’ fabric from Zepel Fabrics. Custom cushions on banquettes in 
(from front) Robert Allen ‘Kaleidoscope’ in Neptune from Redelman, ‘Infinity’ in Blush from South Pacific Fabrics and fabric from Redelman. Artworks on 

side wall from ‘Urban Abstract Series’ from Boyd Blue. Artwork on rear wall from The Art And Framing Company. Visual Comfort ‘Eden’ ceiling mounts.

«  there was a lot of trial and error. In the end, I did it by eye.” Most 
dramatically, one of the two staircases was removed to make way 
for a lift, while the main staircase leading from the grand entryway 
was rebuilt with a smooth, ribbon-like balustrade. Together with 
the monochromatic flooring of lined concentric marble, the house 
puts a modern spin on art deco motifs, with burnished brass sconces, 
stylised motifs, stepped edging and chrome trimming on everything 
from cabinetry to hooks and handles.

The interiors were re-planned to create an expanded footprint 
better suited to contemporary family living. To the left of the foyer 
is a home theatre with interconnected study, both of which feature 
masculine tonal blues. A marble portal to the right of the foyer 
leads to a vast open-plan kitchen, dining and sitting room. The 
clients are big entertainers and wanted a scullery and fully kitted 
out kitchen with premium appliances. “Sub-Zero and Wolf are all 
stainless steel, but it’s a brass house so we decided to mix the silver 
with the banding on the island bench and the brass accents on the 
light fittings and taps,” explains Greg, who has also tied in gold 
accessories. “There’s no reason why you can’t mix metals.” 

Upstairs, the ceilings were low so the house was re-engineered 
with a new roof that raised the bedroom heights from 2.4 metres 
to three metres. The simple layout here comprises a master wing to 
the north-east with his-and-hers dressing rooms. At the other 
end, mirror images of three bedrooms with ensuites branch off 
a  timber-lined herringbone floor. Often considered innocuous 
transition spaces, Greg has treated this private hallway with as  » 
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«  much care as the rest of the spectacular home, lining it with 
art, a handmade textured rug and a welcoming emerald velvet 
bench seat directly opposite each bedroom. 

Greg’s clients wanted the look the designer is renowned for: 
plush fabrics, layered furniture and glamorous touches. Adding 
depth to the large interiors involved the use of different wall 
treatments. There is nutty leather quilting in the master bedroom, 
rich, quartered timber-lined walls in the study and velvet wallpaper 
in the powder room. In the bedroom belonging to the couple’s 
daughter, pink Gucci ‘Heron’ print wallpaper has been perfectly 
matched with soft, dusty-rose furnishings. 

As the couple regularly welcome friends and family, the lower 
ground floor is entirely self-contained, consisting of a garage, 
bedroom, cellar and a generous entertaining zone including a full 
commercial kitchen. The bathroom in particular channels an art 
deco feel, with vertical ‘kit-kat’ black-and-white geometric tiles, 
a hammered gold-and-iron mirror with an arched frame and tall 
box sconces with burnished brass bases. Together with a sauna, 
it’s adjacent to the Myles Baldwin-designed garden. Complete 
with a fireplace for winter and a pool, this home is ripe for 
hosting year-round – just as the owners requested.  # 

gregnatale.com; mylesbaldwin.com

This page, clockwise from top left A mosaic of Thassos and Carrara marble with a brass inlay from Teranova was used for the floor of the ensuite. 
Calacatta stone vanity with brass trim inlay. ‘Icon’ basin and ‘Icon + Lever’ basin set from Astra Walker. Visual Comfort ‘Liaison’ sconce by Kelly 

Wearstler. ‘Ava Gold’ accessories from Labrazel. Looking towards the ensuite from the ‘Hers’ walk-in robe, a Gubi ‘Randaccio’ mirror from Cult. With the 
his-and-hers robes, Greg says the exploration of gendered spaces was integral to the concept. In the ‘His’ space, Eveneer ‘Wild Macassar Quartered’ 

joinery from The Elton Group. Custom ottoman from Greg Natale. Cabinet pulls from Made Measure. Doorway lined in Pietra Grey marble. In the ‘Hers’ 
walk-in robe, the joinery unit features brass inlay and drawer pulls from Designer Doorware. Visual Comfort ‘Alpine’ chandelier by Aerin. Custom ottoman 
from Greg Natale. Vintage rug from Designer Rugs. ‘Wabi’ wallpaper in Cloud from Calico Wallpaper. Opposite page A panelled leather bedhead and a 
fireplace surround in Pietra Grey marble from CDK Stone dominate the master bedroom. Bed, bedside table and bench by Greg Natale. ‘Relic’ rug from 

Designer Rugs. ‘Vapour’ bed linen, quilted coverlet and mint cushions, all from Macy’s. Cushions in Sahco ‘Savaii’ striped fabric from South Pacific 
Fabrics. Visual Comfort ‘Bonnington’ chandelier by Aerin. Artworks from Curatorial+Co.
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S P E E D  R E A D
» This secluded home in Sydney’s Hunters Hill was gutted and re-planned 

with structural works to create a stepped ceiling and raised roof. 
» Designer Greg Natale answered the homeowners’ “non-negotiable”  
brief for the extensive use of marble. » Mixed metals have been used 

throughout, with brass, nickel, gold and silver sitting side by side.  
» This is the first house Greg has fitted out with everything from his new 

eponymous homewares and design collection. » Nods to art deco come by 
way of antique burnished brass and geometric motifs. » The exploration 

of traditional gendered spaces was integral to the concept, by contrasting 
the use of dark masculine blues and feminine pinks with dusty rose.  

» The clients wanted a home fit for entertaining with a large commercial 
kitchen and self-contained guest quarters. » The upstairs ceiling was 

raised from 2.4 metres to three metres. » Huge terraces run the length  
of the house and overlook a formal, Myles Baldwin-designed garden.

This page, clockwise from top left ‘Areaborder Sai’ kit-kat mosaics from 
Academy Tiles bring a Japanese flavour to the outdoor bathroom and 

sauna. ‘Icon’ basin and ‘Icon + Lever’ basin set from Astra Walker. Arteriors 
‘Lianna’ mirror from Boyd Blue. Visual Comfort ‘Covet’ tall box sconces. 

Joinery in lacquered American oak guarantees a suitably sophisticated air to 
the cellar on the lower-ground floor, matched with a custom coffee table and 

‘Tub’ chairs, all from Greg Natale. Visual Comfort ‘Melange’ ceiling-mount 
light. ‘Rockface’ rug from Designer Rugs. Dish on books from Becker Minty. 

Opposite page Afternoon shade adds to the serenity of the outdoor fireplace 
terrace. Emu ‘Heaven’ woven steel chairs and coffee table, all from Ke-Zu. 

Custom cushions in Gaston y Daniela fabric from Domestic Textile.
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This page Huge terraces run the length of the house, overlooking the rear garden. Landscape designer Myles Baldwin was 
responsible for the formal landscaping, which features clipped hedges and stairs leading to manicured lawns. Opposite page 

The garden extends to provide a scenic backdrop to the pool. ‘Mustique’ aluminium chaise longue in Sunbrella canvas in Indigo 
and ‘Mustique’ teak side table from Restoration Hardware. Custom cushions in Gaston y Daniela fabric from Domestic Textile.
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