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The facade of the new flagship
references original detailing. ‘DCA’
spotlights by David Chipperfield
from VBO illuminate Greg’s wares
and the designer’s own ‘Rubato’
floor tiles. Greg Natale pictured
in store. ‘Vedere’ sculpture in Fiore
marble. ‘Polar’ bowl in Fiore and
Foresta marble. ‘Bella’ catchall
in Solid Brass. ‘Fleur’ sculpture in
Merlot, Nero and Bianco marbles.

SYDNEY’S POTTS POINT district has come upon a rather
dramatic refashioning over the past several years. At the gateway to The
Cross, the once-audible buzz of the neon Coke sign has been upgraded
with high-tech, eerily silent LEDs. At the other end of the ‘Golden
Mile’, the surrounding gardens of the El Alamein fountain now host
wholesome food and wares markets on weekends — a steep departure
from the shenanigans of times gone by. In between these icons, new
and old businesses find their feet and rub shoulders: from influencer-
occupied fitness factories to the once-strip-club-now-chic-bar Dulcie’s.

Setting off from the fountain, heading north along Macleay Street,
the elegant Potts Point high street and its surrounding thoroughfares
continue to flaunt an effervescent flurry of restaurants (Bistro Rex,
The Apollo, Fratelli Paradiso, Franca, Lotus, Monopole, Chester
White) and boutiques (Macleay on Manning, Becker Minty, Poho,
Bradford, Potts Point Galleries, Grandiflora). The latest destination
to join the enclave is the Greg Natale flagship, positioned beacon-like
on the corner of Orwell Street and the aforementioned Macleay. Greg,
of course, is the acclaimed interior designer (his recent residential
project in Sydney is showcased in this issue), and his new bricks-and-
mortar venture delivers his ever-growing collection of designer
homewares to an adoring audience. Among the objects of desire on
display are striking sculptures, prints, soft furnishings, books and an
unmissable raft of stoneware objets.

“I love stone!” says Greg. “It offers pattern, it’s tactile, it comes in
so many different colours and it’s always unique and varied.” But the
storefront, which also services requests for Greg’s range of rugs, doesn’t
just deliver for its glimmering contents. The fit-out itself offers a
significant contribution to the changing face of the local fabric. “Sitting
at the foot of the gorgeous Dudley Ward-designed Gowrie Gate
building, which was built in 1938, there was a sense of responsibility
to reinstate the character of the building at street level,” says the
designer. “We worked with our heritage team, retail neighbours and
residents to ensure that whatever we did on the inside of the store was
matched sensitively and respectfully in its facade.” As for best-sellers
since opening, Greg thrives off the reality of retail where no two days
are the same. “We look forward to seeing what appeals to each person
as they come through the door.” gregnatale.com
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