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GRAND	  
VISION

The glories of Italy are celebrated in this glamorous 
Brisbane home, which draws inspiration from icons 

such as the Uffizi Gallery and the Pantheon.

This page Classic fluting is reprised throughout, on both 
walls and even on ceilings, creating grace and elegance. 

Gebrüder Thonet ‘Eyeshine’ large circular mirror from 
Space. ‘Console Occhi’ cabinet from Fornasetti. ‘Mies’ 

vase from Greg Natale Flagship Store. Tom Dixon 
‘Plane’ short chandelier from Living Edge. ‘Crown Minor’ 
chandelier from Mondoluce. Polished and waxed walls 

in Fresco in Cemento Grigio from Porter’s Paints. Arch in 
brass finish. Balustrade made by builder, CHS Building. 

Artwork by Antonia Perricone Mrljak. Opposite page 
Arches, stucco and marble in the entry give immediate 

clues that this is an extraordinary home. Custom console 
by Greg Natale. ‘Stacked Cube’ table lamp from Conley 

& Co. Walls in oak fluting in Fresco in Cemento Grigio 
from Porter’s Paints. Curtains throughout by Laguna 

Bay Blinds. Arabescato Super White and Nero Marquina 
marble floor tiles and skirting from Teranova.  

121

H O M EBrisbane



“W
e call this our Vatican Project,” says 
interior designer Greg Natale 
proudly surveying the arched 
marble hallway of this grand home 
in East Brisbane. From palazzos to 

the Pantheon, St Peter’s to St Mark’s, timeless Italian 
inspiration pervades these glamorous interiors, in which he 
feels, thanks to his own family origins, totally at home. And 
so, too, do owners Leticia Francini and Stephen Ninnes, 
painters, aficionados of Renaissance art and founders of 
Florentine art school Fondazione Arte Con Amore.

Leticia relishes her Italian heritage, so much so she 
summers in Florence, where she has owned and renovated 
three apartments, while also running her art school. So, little 

wonder Italian bellissimi – con amore – topped the couple’s 
wishlist when they asked Greg to craft this three-level, five-
bedroom home overlooking the Brisbane River. But you 
could be forgiven for thinking the Po or the Tiber flow past 
the bottom of the garden as you sink into the plush velvet 
sofas and take in the vaulted ceilings, stucco walls, marble 
floors and jewel-like tones.

When the couple bought the property in late 2017, it was 
occupied by a ho-hum noughties home, with white walls, 
timber floors and openings connecting it to the spectacular 
setting. “It was a sizeable block, with a 15-metre river frontage 
and on one of the best streets in Brisbane, with both water 
and city views,” says Leticia. “But the house had damaged 
support beams, poor insulation, uneven ceiling levels  »

This page, clockwise from top left With its sheen and rich copper tones, the de Gournay ‘Namban’ wallpaper is a feast for the eyes in the dining area. Knoll Saarinen  
‘Executive‘ armless dining chairs from De De Ce. Antique smoked-glass and brass light fitting from Conley & Co. Greg Natale ‘Sottsass Grande’ marble floor tiles from 
Teranova. Cocktails are served in this slick corner of the living room. Bar stools from 1stdibs. Custom arched mirror with custom joinery by CHS Building. Benchtop in 
honed Carrara marble from Teranova. La Paloma bricks from Austral Bricks on the facade. ‘Firenze’ nesting tables from Greg Natale Flagship Store. Opposite page 
In the main living room, ‘Don Ignacio’ sofa from Hamilton Conte. Molteni&C ‘D.153.1’ armchair by Gio Ponti from Hub. 1950s Minotti open-back lounge chair by Gigi 

Radice from 1stdibs. Arflex ‘Arcolor’ side tables from Poliform. Satellite 20-bulb chandelier from The Odd Piece. Oak joinery with shelves inlaid with brass. 
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«  and an exterior in plastered polystyrene. We quickly decided 
to demolish and rebuild.”

While they hired an architect to do the initial plans, Greg 
Natale of Greg Natale Design later steered the project. A mutual 
love of marble with a sprinkling of serendipity put the two 
parties in contact. “I came across Greg’s marble tile range, 
which was perfect for the house we wanted to achieve,” says 
Leticia, but delving further she was smitten by his interior 
design. “He has this amazing ability to layer textures, colours 
and patterns, and I love his attention to detail.” 

For her new home, she was inspired by the majesty of marble, 
as well as elegant arched doors and windows, alla moda in 
upmarket European homes. “We wanted our home to feel 
spacious and elegant – with a timeless quality that marble 
provides,” she says. “We also wanted quality products, drawing 
on the Italian idea that things are built to last.” 

A primary passion is Paonazzetto marble, used in one of her 
favourite buildings, the Pantheon in Rome. A friend in Carrara 
put the couple in contact with the owner of the local caves, who 
took them on a tour. “There we chose the marble for our five-
metre kitchen island, splashback, scalloped bar top and fireplace, 
all from the same cave where the floor of the Pantheon came 
from. That historical link felt very special.”

“Leticia is passionate about Italy,” says Greg. “This home was 
about the dark and moody, with arches and marble floors, 
complete with borders and inlays, in the style of the Vatican or 
the Uffizi Gallery.” And, setting the theme from the street,  » 

This page The media room off the hallway boasts rich ruby hues. ‘Coast’ sofa from Fanuli. Greg Natale ‘Diane’ carpet from Designer Rugs. Multicolor Nero 
terrazzo floor tiles from Worldstone Solutions. Vintage Italian Murano glass and brass mirrors from Conley & Co. ‘Hexo Mini’ downlights from Est Lighting. 

Greg Natale ‘Delaunay’ rug from Designer Rugs. Opposite page, from top Greg Natale ‘Delaunay’ rug from Designer Rugs. Lumen8 ‘Crown Minor’ chandelier 
from Nemo. Willy Rizzo burlwood table from 1stdibs. Stairs in Nero Marquina marble from Teranova. Kitchen benchtop and splashback in Paonazzetto 

marble. ‘Lantern 2‘ brass and porcelain pendant light and sconces from Apparatus. Verner Panton ‘Series 430’ barstools from Great Dane.
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«  the couple specified a black brick exterior with arched 
windows, giving the clue that this house could never be ordinary.

First up, he raised the ceilings from the 2.7 metres on the 
original plans. “To realise their grand vision, it was important 
the home had three-metre ceilings or more, so it had to be re-
engineered accordingly.” And the floor plan was tweaked. Entry 
is through a soaring two-storey atrium on the middle level, 
which leads to the main living areas, while four bedrooms sit 
upstairs and a fifth is on the lowest level, which it shares with a 
generous home theatre and outdoor living areas abutting a pool. 

“We had to create something amazing, so we introduced 
arches and de Gournay and Gucci wallpapers, which are the 
focus of the home,” says Greg. “My spaces are glamorous and 
uplifting to walk into, but also warm, comfortable and liveable.”

Colour, pattern and texture are inextricably interwoven in 
these layered rooms. “Leticia loves brick and dark terracotta, 
used on the exterior, so we spilled this colour throughout, 
including into the main bedroom, with brass accents.” There it 
is contrasted with a cooler mint, offset by a scalloped fluted 
ceiling in blush pink. The organic moire carpet echoes the 
marble throughout, chosen over the geometric prints, for which 
Greg is well known. “They would be too harsh in this space – 
this is much softer.” 

Meanwhile, the formal lounge features a mustard-velvet sofa, 
marble coffee tables and 1950s vintage lighting, together with  »  

This page In the adult daughter’s bedroom, ‘Iconic’ bed and bench from Theodore Alexander. Hotel Collection ‘Iridescence’ queen duvet cover from Macy’s. ‘Gowrie’ 
cushions from Greg Natale Flagship Store. Fornasetti ‘Procuratie Con Vista’ wallpaper from Cole & Son. ‘Cleo’ large chandelier from Kelly Wearstler. ‘Gala Lips’ table 
lamp from Jonathan Adler. Greg Natale ‘Moire’ carpet from Designer Rugs. Opposite page, clockwise from top left ‘BCAA’ chandelier from Christopher Boots. In the 
lower ground spa, mosaic wall finger tiles from Teranova. Greg Natale floor tiles from Teranova. ‘Median’ wall lights from Apparatus. ‘Venezia’ hob-mount basin set 

with Murano glass handles from Rogerseller. The CBD vista from the rooftop. ‘Bitta’ sun loungers and cushions from Kettal. Planter from Garden Life. 
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«  two brick-hued Minotti chairs and a contemporary custom 
rug by Greg. Vintage mid-century furniture and accessories rub 
shoulders with handcrafted pieces.

Polished stucco, deep-charcoal fluted Tasmanian oak walls 
and ceilings, handcrafted wallpapers and lashings of marble 
celebrate texture. And surprises abound, such as the bar, with its 
leather fluting, while the arched tunnel-like hallways make even 
the transitional spaces intriguing.

“Every time we open the massive front door, in steel and glass, 
and walk into the six-metre atrium, we feel a sense of awe,” says 
Leticia. “A sense of grandeur overwhelms you and this sensation 
continues throughout the house. 

“But my favourite room has to be the dining room. You are 
surrounded by the exquisitely hand-painted de Gournay 
wallpaper, which shimmers in gold tones, framed by Venetian 
stucco arches, tiled in Greg’s black-and-white marble tiles, and 
topped off by the dining table that Steve and I found in Florence.” 
Greg echoes that choice, even selecting the head-turner as the 
cover for his new book, The Layered Interior.

That dining room is a tantalising taste of Italy down-under, 
bravely served up with brio and boldness.  #

Greg Natale’s latest book, The Layered Interior, published by 
Rizzoli, will be launched in October. gregnatale.com.

This page, clockwise from top left In the main ensuite, bath surround and splashback in Jurassic marble from CDK Stone. Focus ‘Facet’ wallpaper from Arte. 
‘Manhattan’ tapware from Brodware. ‘Pedestal’ side table from R&Y Augousti. Vintage artwork client’s own. In the dressing room, Artemest ‘Geo‘ pouf by Lorenza 
Bozzoli. ‘Fizi’ wall sconce from Articolo. Greg Natale ‘Tempo’ marble floor tiles from Teranova. ‘Bitta’ sun lounger and ‘Cala’ dining table and chairs, all from Kettal. 
‘Delta’ sconces from Inlite. Landscape design by Myles Baldwin. Opposite page In the main bedroom, bedhead by Greg Natale. Vintage bedside table, side table and 

vintage lamp, all from Conley & Co. ‘Forbes’ cushion from Greg Natale Flagship Store. ‘Heron’ wallpaper from Gucci. Focus ‘Facet’ wallpaper in ensuite from Arte.

S P E E D  R E A D
» When the owners bought this property overlooking the Brisbane River 

in 2017, it was occupied by an ordinary home with structural issues. 
» They decided to demolish and rebuild using a local architect. But 

they asked interior designer Greg Natale to tweak the plans to make 
it grander and more imposing, using the public buildings of Italy as his 

inspiration. » That impression is immediately created on the street, 
with a facade in dark brick with arched windows. And the imposing 

theme is continued inside with archways, stucco walls and lashings of 
marble. Texture is further celebrated in the fluted walls, plush velvets, 

handcrafted wallpapers. » A lush palette of deep terracotta is offset by 
brass, mint and black to create a beguiling and moody interior.
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