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BATHROOM 

design notes 

WALLS Japanese ‘Cherry’ 
wallpaper in Silver, Papiers  
de Paris. 

FLOOR TILES Nero 
Marquina honed and sealed 
slabs, RMS Marble.

JOINERY Fluted joinery 
painted Dulux Black  
two-pac 30% Satin.

BASIN ‘Doric’ rectangle basin 
in Off White, Meek Bathware. 

TAPWARE ‘Assemble’  
basin set in Urban Brass,  
Astra Walker. 

PENDANT LIGHT Vistosi 
‘Spirit’ ceiling light in White 
Glass, Mondoluce.

WALL LIGHTS ‘Float’ wall 
sconce in Brass with Snow 
glass, Articolo.

The ground floor of this new build is predominantly neutral, explains interior 
designer Greg Natale. So, when guests open the door to this theatrical powder 
room, they’re in for an opulent surprise. “It’s a moment of drama and tension,” 
the designer explains. The owners appreciate the power of maximalism, and 
as such, requested Japanese chinoiserie wallpaper, which Greg paired with 
monochrome fluted joinery. “The soft, silver wallpaper envelops the room, 
adding personality while bringing elegance and serenity,” he says. “A fluting 
textural touch that works with classic and contemporary design elements is 
seen throughout the home as a thread that stitches each space together.” The 
arched mirrors, which appear in all the home’s bathrooms, mimic the grand 
windows in the formal lounge. “We made sure to tie in each vibrant, colourful 
room with the rest of the home using these cohesive details to ensure these 
spaces contributed to the interior’s overall narrative rather than competing 
with it,” says Greg.
Greg Natale, gregnatale.com.

What was the brief for this bathroom? The owners appreciate maximalist design and wanted 
us to introduce colour and pattern into different rooms for some variance.
Were there any challenges along the way? Not really. This project was a new build, so it was 
easy for us to position the vanity in front and the toilet by the door, which is the ideal layout for 
a powder room. 
What do you love about the space? It was a pleasure to design a home that feels cohesive and 
contemporary overall, but still has magical moments of elaborate detail in different rooms that 
each have a distinct look and personality.  

Modern drama
A theatrical space on the ground floor,  

this powder room steals the show.
STO RY  Alexandra English |  ST Y L I N G  Maria Papantoniou |  P H OTO G R A P H Y  Anson Smart

“It’s a moment of drama and tension.” 
Greg Natale
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BATHROOM 

design notes 

WALL TILES Greg Natale 
custom digital print Amalfi tile, 
Teranova and kit kat wall tiles, 
Earp Brothers.

BENCHTOP Carrara marble, 
RMS Marble. 

JOINERY Dulux Sharp Blue 
two-pac 30% Satin.

BASIN ‘Pura’ rectangular 
under-counter washbasin in 
White, Astra Walker. 

TAPWARE ‘Icon + Lever’ 
knurled basin mixer in Urban 
Brass, Astra Walker. 

TOWEL RAIL ‘Icon+’ towel 
rail in Urban Brass,  
Astra Walker.  

LIGHTING Kelly Wearstler 
‘Precision’ wall sconce,  
Visual Comfort. 

Gio Ponti is a designer’s designer, and a huge source of inspiration for 
Greg Natale. So when the latter was presented with the opportunity to 
build this poolhouse bathroom and instructed to incorporate “playful 
accents”, Ponti’s Hotel Parco dei Principi, in Italy, is where Greg turned. 
“I’m a massive fan of Gio Ponti, and took this room as an ideal opportunity 
to interpret his style. The Hotel Parco dei Principi is a masterpiece,” says 
Greg of the 1960s hotel overlooking the Gulf of Naples. “During the 
planning stages, we discussed using blue and white tiles in this specific 
space. My team and I created these custom tiles with repeating aquatic 
blue semi-circles. When arranged together, they form a simple geometric 
pattern on the walls and floors that emulates the look and feel of  
a boutique poolhouse.”
Greg Natale; gregnatale.com

What was the brief for this bathroom? This bathroom is inspired by Gio Ponti’s Hotel 
Parco dei Principi, specifically the private sundecks overlooking the ocean.
What do you love about the space? I’m pleased the owners wanted a space that 
emulates the look and feel of iconic coastal Italian design.

Iconic style
A famed Italian designer and architect 

inspired this poolhouse bathroom.
STO RY  Alexandra English  |  ST Y L I N G  Claire Delmar 

P H OTO G R A P H Y  Anson Smart

“I’m a massive fan of Gio Ponti, and took this 
room as an ideal opportunity to interpret  

his style.” Greg Natale
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BATHROOM 

design notes 

WALL TILES ‘I Classici’ 
statuario-inspired porcelain, 
Di Lorenzo.   

FLOOR TILES ‘Nero Marquina’ 
marble, Di Lorenzo.  

FEATURE TILES Flute Italian 
Carrara C slat honed marble, 
Skheme.  

JOINERY ‘Nero Marquina’ 
marble, Di Lorenzo. 

BASIN Rona undercounter 
washbasin in Gloss White, 
Astra Walker. 

BATH ‘Ellisse 1700’ stonetec 
freestanding bath in Gloss 
White, Parisi.

TAPWARE ‘Assemble’ basin 
set with marble handle, 
progressive wall mixer and 
floor-mounted bath spout in 
Matt Black, all Astra Walker.

STOOL ‘Tung’ side table in 
Burgundy Red by John 
Astbury, &Tradition.  

MIRRORS Custom mirror  
by Ginardi finished in  
Dulux Satin Black with glass, 
Spectrum Art Glass.

LIGHTING RBW Pastille 
‘Wayfind’ wall light in Matte 
Black, Koda Lighting. 

As part of a complete overhaul of this Sydney home, Greg Natale 
was instructed to emphasise “modern minimalism” in this bathroom. 
Installing three kinds of veined marble doesn’t exactly fulfil the brief 
for “minimalism”, but left in Greg’s creative hands, it works. “It was 
important to our clients that their home felt intimate and inviting, 
so we had to introduce layers of detail and warmth without 
compromising the sleek sophistication of the overall design,” he says. 
The marble – in light, dark and fluted iterations – is punctuated by 
red and pink accessories to offset an otherwise monochrome palette. 
Organic curves on the wall lights, custom mirrors and central bath 
also add softness. “I love the freestanding bath – it makes such a 
statement in a space,” says Greg. 
Greg Natale, gregnatale.com. Ginardi, ginardi.com.au.
 

What was the brief for this bathroom? The clients expressed a love for modern 
design, requesting a contemporary interior with clean finishes. 
What do you love about the space? Our clients asked for minimal modernism with 
lots of detail, challenging us to create a clean, contemporary home that is anything 
but flat and impersonal. This was difficult to achieve in a black and white bathroom 
with smooth walls and surfaces, as we couldn’t rely on colour and pattern to 
introduce character and warmth.
What do you love about the space? The use of contrasting black and white slabs is 
so simple, yet it creates incredible impact.

Marble magic
Contrasting slabs of luxurious stone create  

a surprisingly sleek finish.
STO RY  Rhiannon Lidbury | ST Y L I N G  Claire Delmar  

P H OTO G R A P H Y  Anson Smart  

“I love the freestanding bath – it makes such 
a statement in the space.” Greg Natale
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